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February 7, 1964, Bangkok

Address of Dr. Azuma Okuda, President
of Kyoto University, Japan

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen :

I take the pleasure of announcing the open-
ing in Bangkok of a liaison office of the
Center for Southeast Asian Studies of Kyoto
University. Since we expect to keep a number
of researchers in various parts of Southeast
Asia, it is highly necessary that we establish
an office through which coordination of rese-
arch can be effected. For this purpose there
is no better place than Bangkok, the center of

communication and transportation in Southeast
Asia.

In view of the geographical proximity and
the physical similarities between the countries
of Southeast Asia on the one hand and Japan
on the other, the Japanese scientists are very
interested in studying Thailand and other So-
utheast Asian countries. At the same time,
we sincerely hope that the scientists of Thai-
land will become more interested in studying
the country and the people of Japan, so that
we shall be drawn into ever closer relationships.
For my own part I believe that such scholarly
relations will greatly contribute not only to
the welfare and prosperity of our two countries
but to that of Southeast Asia at large.

Modern science requires exact knowledge, and
in turn exact knowledge can be acquired only
on the basis of data and materials collected in
systematic fashion. With this in view my
university has created the Center for Southeast
Asian Studies whose main objective is to obtain
The first job of the Center
is, therefore, to undertake extensive field work,

such knowledge.

which is in no sense an easy task, especially
when it is to be done in a foreign country.
Fortunately, here we enjoy the privilege of full
cooperation and collaboration of the scientists
of Thailand, thanks to the gracious courtesy
of the Royal Government of Thailand, espe-
cially to the National Research Council.

In the field of advanced study and learning
the principle of knowledge for sake of knowl-
edge should be recognized. For by experience
we know that some kinds of scientific knowl-
edge, which had at first seemed unrelated to
practical purpose, often led to great contribu-
The
modern university, which is run by public

tions toward the welfare of mankind.

funds and aided by philanthropic contributions,
is in a position to orientate its scientific efforts
for the benefit both of the country itself and
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the world as a whole. Each subject in our
Southeast Asian Studies Program has been
worked out, I can say, with this idea in mind.

In closing this short address I would like to
express my most sincere gratitude for your
presence at this gathering. I am in hopes of
your further advice and help in carrying out

our research project successfully. Thank you.

Address of Mr. Isao Amagi, Director-General,
Department of Research, Ministry of Educa-
tion, Japanese Government

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen :

May I say first of all that I consider it a
great honour and priviledge to have been given
the opportunity to extend my warm greetings
here representing the Ministry of Education of
Japan at the opening ceremony of this liaison
office of the Center for Southeast Asian Studies

of Kyoto University.

As President Okuda has stated now, the
program of the Southeast Asian Studies of
Kyoto University is for the advancement of
studies from a purely scientific point of view,
on the Southeast Asian countries which have
the closest relation with Japan.

Studies of this kind, as you know, require
field work. That full cooperation of the scien-
tists of Thailand has been given to open the
liaison office of the Center through the courtesy
of the Royal Government of Thailand and the
National Research Council, shows the deep un-
derstanding of science among the people con-
cerned of Thailand as well as the warm friend-
ship of the Thai people toward Japan, for
which I would like to express my heartfelt
gratitude.

Though Japan invites students and technicians
of various fields from Thailand every year to
give them opportunities to help develop their

knowledge and also facilitates the cultural in-

terchange between the two countries through
UNESCO activities, I cannot but hope that at
this opportunity of the inauguration of the
scientific study project, the friendship between
Thailand and Japan will be further deepened
through the mutual cooperation of the scien-

tists of both countries. Thank you.

Address of General Netr Khemayodhin,
Secretary General of the National Re-
search Council of Thailand

Your Exellencies President Okuda, Ambassador
Shimazu, Mr. Amagi and Distinguished Guests

This occasion marks another event in the
long history of cordial relations between Japan
and Thailand. As Asian nations mutually in-
terested in the development of the region, it
is not unusual that our paths also should co-
Thus today
witnesses the official recognition of our joint

incide in the fields of science.

participation in a research project that has
been underway since last October.

The aims of the National Research Council
of Thailand and the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies of Kyoto University are parallel in many
ways. They promote and support public and priv-
ate research, assist investigators and schol ars
engaged in various branches of scientific study
and, in part, provide means of financing re-
search programs, among other things. Further,
both are interested in cooperating with other
nations in research endeavors.

Out of such collaboration, of course, will come
even greater understanding between our two
nations. We are sure that this first venture
is but the beginning of a long and mutually
beneficial association in the field of scientific
research that can lead only to a more wide-
spread, deeper, and lasting relationship that will
continue to draw our two peoples together more

closely than ever before. And it should be obvi-
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ous to all concerned that this kind of cooperative
venture contains a positive reach that extends
beyond Japan and Thailand to all nations of
This
is the kind of sharing that we all know can

Asia, as well as to the world in general.

lead to better and more constructive type of
existence for man everywhere.

Thailand is, therefore, extremely pleased to
have the opportunity to honor the distinguished
scholar largely responsible for the present
undertaking when he was Director of the Center
in Japan but who has since been elevated to

the presidency of his institution. It is, indeed,
a real honor to have with us Dr. Azuma Okuda

and to have this chance personally to congra-
tulate him and his distinguished associates, Mr.
Amagi, Ambassador Shimazu, and Dr. Iwamura.
Further, we cannot close these remarks without
also expressing our profound appreciation to
Dr. Motooka who has given his time and effort
to make things work efficently as the Direc-

tor of the Kyoto University liaison office here
in Bangkok. Thank you.
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