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Islam and Divorce among the Malay Peasants

——A Devaluation of Kinship as a Determinant Factor—-
by

Yoshihiro TSUBOUCHI

Frequency of divorce varies from society to society according to their evaluation
of marital union. Some anthropologists such as Gluckman (1950), Leach (1957),
Fallers (1957), Ackerman (1963) attributed the problems of marital stability to kin-
group politics. It seems that they presuppose social structure or grouping as a determi-
nant of the value of marriage. The limit of these theories becomes manifest when some
other value system is introduced from outside world. This is the case appeared in
Malay villages. In this paper the author tries to show such an example through
comparison of Malay divorces in three villages. Interpretation of Islamic ideas on
marriage and divorce varies from place to place causing different divorce rates: the
traditional interpretation is related with frequent divorces while the modern inter-
pretation with a decrease in spite of unchanged function of kinship structure. This
type of wide variation in divorce occurrence, either spacial or historical, may be found
among the people whose kinship structure facilitate divorces.
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1930 ' 1,358 653 97
31 1,118 548 70
32 | 1,233 537 69
33 | 1,369 551 66
34 | 1,640 526 66
35 a 1,549 519 57
36 1, 466 545 74
37 1,771 595 53
38 1,576 461 46
39 1,452 514 57
1940 1,690 629 64
41 2,063 587 75
42 1,892 629 75
43 3,066 940 101
44 3,223 1,344 166
45 2,793 1,699 216
46 1,936 993 87
47 1,859 759 75
48 12,488 11,625 683 7,724 5,032 884 1,767 711 52
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54 10,003 7,549 681 5,780 3,968 1,087 1,871 604 60
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67 6,933 4,489 458 1,813 225 11
68 7,703 4,423 419 \1,772 225 12
69 8,668 4,518 546 \ 1, 860 204 13
1970 8,136 4,352 583 1,908 240 6
71 2,025 210 4
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EARDPEIBO DI 2 EICHRIATE 5 EREANBY, BCR UKD, HEBPSEL S
HMEOEAGIEBHERPOALEZZENHEBIC GL B NTH » & b E L, PL FE2hiic
BT, BPHTRb-EBELEZ00THS. T GL FICB Y 2 HIBEEBSEE IS £
IRET &, BUEE EEEME &N T LS ARENICR D bO TRV EE2RET 5,
BP HBXIU PLHICBIZ2E 1A F aBIBD CHETHIENGHNILZb>TE L 2I1CBD
hass, Bl4PBOLKBRICELTHED2E AT, Thehl8. 1%, 9.7%icF ¥,
L LTA b 2B EH OHEE DL X OBBIc LTEAMNICOAEE LT3, RIAI X
550 —DDHEMTF v 4 28 (BP HOBEK) TRHE 1A + 2488.1%, #HiEWE G141+
2\ EEL) 22.5%ThDH, OSSR BP Mickd 32X bidamiciEl, PLHOZhic
RIZE LV, COWRETT + v 4 2 OMBEREEBRREDT. 5%, HBERERE DS %% 5D
ZICTEFT BP LD DRI 2D &b A b iy UHERE OB fER 28 KEE
LTSN ERBIET 5,

EHENESEIBREAMIET 2E05EZL b, —DORKCBOTEERNBLITNE -
FAER EEEIE TS - 1 ER EA B LB AR MEOBBHEINAIVENE VI T
BOMICENE0e LNV, COFEEDSEERNEODITE 2N EKAEICHE O BB
CLFU2E, HIEDZO T EWFICENEIBHEMICOT U2 LN I CEE2ERTHT L
BTEB, TOTERF PL HICBY 2RENBOLLHEN GL H LD bT LA ENIT b o
H 5T, BFHITASLDIENEWSEEICK > THYSHTH 5,

ZOOHFHBEMICB T AEIBHINOEEIL, R, HEBEHIVRIBEEEDOEICK-> TR
HPEINT, 1 R7—aDAREEZELTOL EXO HEORBELTHBEINETHA
Do
13) FiHE (1973), p. 493 H LT p. 499.
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Hl7 OTHAE 13&1 %
V. 2.

EHHIIEA 25— L L — AOBEBEBEICNET 2B AEEZ 20 FRBIIHT L,
i FAARAIEA X 5 — 2 OEIEMEI R AR D L22H 5 C &3, H—KHO=D>DH A
DOHEIC X » TZHERMIC, MBS - BHBBOELB ZBET 5 C LTk » TR
BIOWOMITIE - T,

ARCBOT EMPIIEA A5 — 2D RELFZoNIDE 7 72 VMO GL # ThH b,
Zn T GL Fhic REEINE 7 7 v 2 vMNIE 2 E LT IEHNTEA R 5 —aicB B b
BELUTHNAT H2DOTHAH D FMNEREBOEFIC S W T b Firth AEDHE,
Pasir Puteh ESOEFICE N TITREH N Downs ORE & FNEFNOHIRICE T B 0L
M 2R T 5, REIERER 2 DL LOZED L 528G, Firth Ok T3 B-F82.6%, &1
80.0%,19 Downs DB TIL 63%19 Th b, 6O HIAIZHIEMEEH CIC X 2 FBICX
BEDAEZUIOICHBRZDO DA R LD TRIEVD, GL MICkT 5 HIEERE 51
38.6%, WF4L.2%1C K 5_TE D, HoDHFHEMTEbNIcDITZNE N19404, 1958
HETHD, LrhbENENHE2BEH HAoEOHETHL, JEERMSE D - EEEEITA
NTHEMOBEEBEAEEER O GL AN XD b sl cEBEi oL o,

fly, GL FERUEICIE LIS 5, MBS AHCHE L TG 57 /Ny 7 vy T
(%, GL A & 3ZERHNC B O THHBRERE D&, B126.8%, L 119.4% Lip18 DK<
BWoT3,19 g7 5 v 2 VvNTHEMBBRAIELDDH D, MEEICE T 5 HiK
I EBERIC B AL » TV B &% RT,

V.3.

EAE=r—v TR THLTOAD TR, BETE Y AR—rDA 27— 4 i
(EELT=V—A) BRUA YV FFYTOA AR5 —L8EICE TS, JTAEH S I BRI
VOISO D3 b, VY AR—IDA AT — L BHE ORI E BERPOAALIZE 61T
T ThHD, Yo HR=—NMCBT BEDE 7 H L EICHER - FIEMNICE SN 6D T
%of,wwﬁmﬁﬁﬁm(w%ﬁwﬁmﬁ>&cnmt§m7%%ﬁ%mwﬁﬁ%%i&b
T 5,17 196641 & SIC IR IR O G ic sy » THfBIL S N, Y R—v e
v 7 H OMER, FIHEICBOTEEMDOA X7 — L g EEHEOR I UIcBREDBHE I EUET
BN ETHD, HEHERIEA R 7 —LOMEmHA L2, i lTiDaxe
Y 2 I8 FETITSbhicc & Ch b,

14) I 1rth Rosemary (1966), p. 28.

15) Downs (1967), p. 144.

16) BEN (1974), p. 492.

17) vy R =V OFREFHFICOV T, Djamour (1966) 482 Dl EH AT 5. EFHHIOY v
AR —=IVOBBIC D TIE, Djamour (1957) HSZE L0,




P = U —BRICRITE A4 R 5 —a L W

6 VUAR-NMCBT B R T — LBEOREE & HEHE

R ik i s | MK i Bl ICX9 5
, 2 iz,
1921 2,055 1,133 5.1 | 1950 2,506 1,501 59.9
22 2,073 1,239 59.8 | 51 2, 699 1,526 56. 6
23 2,113 1,205 57.0 | 52 2,658 1,474 55.5
24 3, 089 1,285 41.6 53 2,445 - 1,417 58.0
25 2,616 1,311 50. 1 54 2,457 1,357 55. 2
26 2,633 1,335 50.7 55 2,472 1,247 50. 4
27 2,554 1, 466 57. 4 56 2, 414 1,074 44.5
28 2,556 1,421 55. 6 57 2,303 1,201 52.1
29 2, 469 1,428 57.8 58 2,332 1,149 49.3

1930 2,307 1, 366 52.9 59 2,116 577 27.3
31 2,177 1,264 58.1 | 1960 1,814 574 31.6
32 2,084 1,277 61.3 1 61 1,560 401 25.7
33 2,006 1, 260 62.8 ' 62 1,483 447 30.1
34 2,163 1,132 52.3 63 1,690 430 25.4
35 2,070 1,159 56. 0 64 1,698 324 19.1
36 2,039 1,182 58.0 65 1,928 366 19.0
37 2,320 1, 208 52.1 66 1,911 301 15.8
38 2, 065 1,241 60. 1 67 1,894 374 19.7
39 2,014 1,145 56. 9 68 1,971 200 10.1
1940 2,213 1, 249 56. 4 69 1,972 244 12.4
41 2, 440 1,267 5.9 | 1970 2,272 219 9.6
42 2,949 1,139 38.6 71 2,471 241 9.8
43 3,582 1,705 47.6 72 2, 662 no data
44 2,907 2, 165 74.5
45 2,982 2, 046 68.6 |
46 3, 095 1,734 56. 0
47 2,784 1,588 57.0
48 2,603 1,545 59.3
49 2,516 1,401 55.7

HiAr 1 1921~1964 Djamour (1959), p. 117 5 & ¥ Djamour (1966), p. 129, p. 183.
1965~-1968 Singapore Year Book 1968, p. 80.
1969~1970 Singapore 1971, p. 262.
1971~1972 Singapore 1972, p. 63, p. 265.

AV FAYTICBOTHHEBRRED S > TE L OEHDBEBEEN TR T iITREN
5 X DI, 19654 tED OBES B DEHDBHL BR U 5, ¥+ 7 OHIRBNCHEE & #igo
OB ALDERESDEHICKEYD, PoANEET 37V v hvEAEEL UL ROETTIC
BOTHE O HZE LT D55,

18) cf. Geertz (1960), pp. 205f.; Alisjahbana (1966), p. 115; Van der Kroef (1965), pp. 214f.; Grant (1964),
pp. 129ff. esc.
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5 7 AVFERYTI c%b‘547\ 5 — A%{fi@#kﬁ&%ﬁk@ (ﬁi:l 000)
' TTOEEES1000  WERS100

i
C/ S e H}%ﬁg@b 1 [SIERIS
1950 1,276 629 43 19.3 6.8
51 1,443 815 61 . 56.5 7.5
52 1,310 783 59  50.8 7.5
53 1,417 723 76 51.0 10.5
54 1,383 735 56 53.1 7.6
55 1,313 760 62 57.9 8.2
56 1,086 584 42 53.8 7.2
57 1,148 598 40 52.1 6.7
58 1,242 672 49 54.1 7.3
59 1,320 697 56 52.8 8.0
1960 1,254 654 55 52.2 8.4
61 1,162 606 48 52.2 7.9
62 1,036 593 45 57.2 7.6
63 1,321 670 56 50.7 8. 4
64 1,130 613 46 | 54.2 7.5
65 1,178 578 48 49.1 8.3
66 1,007 513 37 . 46.8 7.2
67 804 325 20 40. 4 6.2
68 | 1,042 468 24 L4409 5.1
69 | 1,099 411 24 374 5.8
1970 859 298 11 34.7 3.7
7 890 276 9 31.0 3.3
72 989 303 10 © o 30.6 3.3

Ui  Statistical Pocketbook of Indonesia 1953-1963 4 EMHTH & 08
1970/71, 1972/734 ek

vV © El (03

BRSO ARIOITAR, BEOHQZAINIRIFHESICET 2 i8I it » T
RIET L, COMBEHRZZOMKREEORBERERSHLOELNENIAEEGHEM 20 &
BN Er OBAINS A b H S, Gluckman (1950), Leach (1957), Fallers (1957),
Ackerman (1963) 2 & D ABFEIC X2 EBIMIBRELZEHN L OBRICBOTR T 51T &
EE-TW3, 978bL, WoOMBEOFREIHERENTOMSOERICET 2 Mg % Al
BTBHEVIFHEEZFERO D LICEDTVBEEHCAHZ D, MEEISAE» OBEA SN HS
KBV TE, BEORMEZV VERORER, H—S£%ENI 20 IIE—HIRRNICE T %X
RERE2BILOTHTRET BICT IR,

V- AOHBEBEE RS EHBTHBRELHET IR EL > T 5, HODHEIKA R
F—sBBEAINE Lo ThE, BEEEEROBESEBRRICZOEERRL, 5
BEBOEIBRENAONIITENIEN, 1 25— 530K ISEBICKH U THIBRES X

16



PN v L—BRICRT 54 27— L L BN

#8 Vv ‘7@%%@20(_%@5427~A¥iﬁt®%hk§&%ﬁ?§
T REES100 EEIS100

it B PR RS S H;’%@b s oY
S R N T EMR . WUHL
1953 55, 170 217, 237 17,763 61.2 8.2
1964 240,081 152, 029 13, 047 62.0 8.6
West Java )
1970 223, 457 81,423 2,893 36.4 3.6
1972 255, 229 83, 099 2,909 32.6 3.5
1953 451, 898 243,163 37,613 53.8 15.5
East Java 1964 244, 944 149, 109 9, 384 60.9 6.3
1970 265, 859 107,533 4,084 40. 4 3.8
1972 299,749 110 322 3,177 36.8 2.9
1953 376, 490 ]87 834 11, 433 49.9 6.1
Central Java 1964 238, 661 137,826 7,383 07.7 5.4
1970 209, 203 77,320 2,539 37.0 3.3
1972 234,762 77,704 2,223 33.1 2.9
1953 LS 623 11,706 1,194 40.9 10.2
Greater Jakarta 1964 32,434 12,981 1,397 40.0 10. 8
1970 26, 340 4,971 259 18.9 0.2
1972 27,239 3,833 173 14.1 4.5
1953 30,933 11,796 460 38.1 3.9
Yogyakarta Arca 1964 4,426 3,225 63 72.9 2.0
1970 19, 862 5,284 146 26.6 2.8
9 2.4

1972 22,278 4,664 112 ! 20.
Ui 2 1953 Dijamour (1959), p. 135. o
1964 Nugroho (1967), p. 175.
1970  Statistical Pocketbook of Indonesia 1970 & 1971, p. 43
1972  Statistical Pocketbook of Indonesia 1972 & 1973, p. 70.
DAT B2 EDWCERT A &b, WICMENCER T2 b TE e, BREOES, BB
HOWHDA X5 — LA HEROPUICAECRIEL TS E 0D XD, Lo opicd -
JHIH D $itl 28 4 LT Wi BT b SR TS CTH A D (RO BHM
WEMBE LTS R AROMAICEE 0L RE T, #lE S oCgshicLicob s 25—
LEDTHE, bObNRBZDOEINEA AT —LDEbLNFOHIC, T D550 ok faE 7Sk
BAERBTCENTE D, CORMBMBISHEIT, 127 —-L0ROEHEVS XD, AH
DREN & & BICRAEH 2R & - TR AR E—RICHLE T 25 H SO p b LTLE0, Ly
U, &EZEH MY v 2 S LN, FEARIKBE LTI R T —2dE3hDTHI PRI
b > TERRERBCHIGELTOEENNESZTHEALD, TO/NERAIRXRT—LDTZDXD
TRHEk A & D OB RICH T B HEE N LTVLIET AT &2l AT b D E SR 5,
v R EMEELE O RNEAEEN TRIBWVWEWND 2 & EZDEEBICHA LTI, DHBEIC
5 [R] Bl HMBEADC->-THHIBERIETELIEDICEDNS, ZRICELTR
T2 WDTHERT BT &iT LI,
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