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Crop Distribution in the Central Basin of Burma

Koji TaNAkA and Tadayo WATABE

Dry farming and irrigated rice cultivation are traditional agricultural systems in
the Dry Zone of Burma. The authors observed a number of crops cultivated in the
Dry Zone along their survey route from Prome to Shwebo, through Kyaukpadawn,
Meiktila and Mandalay. In contrast to the monoculture of rice in the Delta region,
many varieties of crops are cultivated in the Dry Zone. (Generally speaking, pulses and
miscellaneous grain crops constitute major crops of dry farming and, of course, rice is
the principal crop where there are irrigation facilities. Irrigated rice cultivation is more
intensive than dry farming.

Considering the differences in the composition of major crops and in their distribu-
tion between these two systems, the authors conclude that the crops were introduced from
neighboring India and China, and that the agricultural techniques which characterize
the two farming systems were also introduced from those countries, from very early
times. That is, dry farming is considered to have developed through successive intro-
duction of crops and agricultural techniques from Indian agriculture, while irrigated rice
cultivation has been influenced by intensive agriculture derived from southern China.
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MO A - 1 oo | 1968 | 1969
| | lgj;p;gag Wi | S| R RIS
SAGAING DIV. | ‘
Sagaing 859 1,126 592 | e ‘e 3.1 - 2.2 © 330 °© 21.7
Shwebo 905 928 767 - o319 19.4  33.8 © 19.9
Monywa 795 1,108 760 33.8  21.8  33.1  20.7  34.2 = 20.9
MANDALAY DIV. | |
Mandalay 871 1,403 740 32.6 | 21.8 323  20.6  33.3 . 20.3
Kyaukse 797 943 682 33.1 223 32,9 2.3  33.4 ' 2L5
Myingyan 698 669 600 33.9  20.8 335  17.5 . 34.9  20.2
MAGWE DIV. ‘ ‘
Minbu 886 848 837 32,9 2.9 329 2.7 337 ' 2L.6
Pakokku 617 559 629 - s 3.0  17.3  34.5  2L.1
PEGU WEST DIV.
Prome 1,207 913 975 33.1  21.6 331 221 = 33.5  2L4

Rangoon (H. Q.) 2,618 3,174 2,564 31.9 22.9 32.2 22.1 32.6 21.9
TENASSERIM ‘
Moulmein 4,828 4, 195 5,781  30.2 23.3 32,1+ 22.3 31.7 | 22.4

e (‘entral Statistical and Economics Department, Statistical Year Book 1969.
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Wi E L ; o 1 0o 1 6 1 10 8 9, 7 2/ 0 5

Mandalay [#RyE (mm) 0.0 10.3 2.2 42.2\52.3&04.4}79.8&01.4151.6i27.7 56.5 12.3 740.7
(%R 1 0 1 0 3 8 7 6 7 9! 6 3 0 50

Rangoon  [#[i& (mm) 0.4 6.0 7.5100.2311. 2538. 21643. 4467. 9399. 2197.8 63.9. 20.72756. 4
Ve R 0 1 1 3 14 23 27 24 21,11 3 1 129

Wl . India Weather Review 1927-1937; Burma Monthly Weather Review 1938-39.
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# = — ¥ (Guizotia abyssinica) 13 D=4 F—7 0o 7 EHIEINTNDE, + 44 VETIL
ILAFOREEEZBELUID, MATERIZL S L, I VvV VEDX T4 SRTLHLBREOR
ik I N TN S 9
FIRERTHEE I NS = A BOMBIBZDOHTEL, HEHAOBEMHICEELLLDIEFT
H 135 (species) TH » 1z, FICEKE: XN D DL, malpe (Phaseolus mungo), pedisein (Ph.
aureus), htawbuipe (Ph. lunatus), pegyi (Lablab niger), gram (Ph. mungo, Ph. aureus),
pessingon (Cajanus cajan) 58 ThHb, TDHH gram OFELMIENE - EbKEOLXS T,
YHA Y, Vavralf—, Foeut, 2747, 30V VETIRIKEINTWS, pedisein
BH A4 vBaL, 2 LT Alawbutpe 34T 1+ 5, =79 2 BRIT, pegyi, pessingon |34 774
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(Ph. radiatus), pe-lun 3 A\ 3 pe-lon (Vigna brachygarpa), Sadawpe (Pisum sativum), pe-yaza (Lens
esculenta) 154, BT x HOBZICHONTIE, FEEEEDIIHC, H. G, Hundley and U
Chit Ko Ko. Zist of Trees, Shrubs, Herbs and Principal Climbers, Etc., 1961, Rangoon <, HET#HA
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WiETRE, Tors v (Aunglan) (Ao r v E D a VI iUbh s TER 3 YN
BINBE9IC8-TL %, by Ena v EAREMEINEZENEL, Py ERI VD
BERNIC = A HIMER SN T D, Ema vid, MOEMERMEIND T &L, B
DEWEFERNTTH O, MR E LTORSDEEB I A3, CoMEs v he1 0
Frg B, MBEDT v 1A BT TIREEN 16ecm L SOOI TCHEELTED, Ty
finic X AR ENT TR b N T I,

2w vy v Y — (Taungdwingyi) (370 — 206 4 F ¢ 51 B HU BB HIAE O 78 5 T —
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(F &) (Panicum miliaceum) = LTEEHONTO S, ENT TR, FE@ M Toa i3 praung

ZEER, b B%A[K”U NTH b, praung [ITIZEH D MR H A0, AFICLEINI san-pyaung

(white millet) &, b OEFIH & U TREE SN bun-pyaung (red millet) 212 KBIXIN TS,

1970—714F JE(D{ o3 YOEMTHFEIR4AI3T = — 1 — T, TOIVERNZE A EBLIZIEON, W ]FD
berEa a3 ZOI0FERMIC MR GRE LT Y, MRS T42T - H—-THh T,
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a0, JEREREbIc R T n o v o= A KT EN, AT 4 FCED &, BIIPOEAISERMR:
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LEHFTH B,
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LB EE R Ak AS, F e v EIC AN, 22130 D hIRVR TR KO BRI T
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#UX%%%@&§<®m%ﬂ%%$m,%i@ﬁw*%&%bmm%&ﬁ,C<ﬁ%¢%ﬂ
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CIRHDFETHEN Y FRRELETI .7 /7 v 7 24— FickhllIdicdLE Nz sz on
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VICHRH R BHERHE A INA T B Diet L, BEATR & - X oKMAE Tk, 2hicm
ZTHEEORORNEEIDERE I, BUEBOSOREERLREE S >Tnab Lz &,

M ZOORKER—ZOMEEBEE
1) wHBHHAR
MHBHARIC BT 2 ERNBE ThEERa Y, FyY e, I7ZhCv A HOK
W, IR bA v FOMEREIC BT B TEFEMTH S, F/, ==V —=FPH vy
T hA YV FTIRSEEINTOE,10 BEAENA Y FO [HNy F B L] 2HKT 5 E
BYET, T 7 ) Ao 4 v FOGBRHIEICh T TREB LB ERY, L TErv=D
WARHLIR AN S RE I N b D EEZ OND Y

10) pegya, pessingon 18 EQAILEMFH L EARICHAINIEWDN DD, 2161, 4 v FTiRehT
N gram, tur PRI, X VOMEIE S 3EENN < X TH D, matpe, pedisein, pe-yaza, sadawpe 13
bAVIFTESDOFHEN TN S, =4 =Y = FBET 7 ) ABLUA v FTHNM, & UTH
X, 4 v FroRINTHAETRERINTHIZE0S 285, E.R. Bolton and R. G. Pelly.
The Resources of the Empire Series; Oils, Fats, Waxes, and Regins, 1924, London [T HI TV B, H v~
VDA Vv RSB AR, T, RSO0 TE, ] F. Royle. The Fibrous Plants of India, 1855,
London (T3t L (/M ST 5, fo\i’u, HHVEHF TN N D PRI HONT, 2 O, HiH,
SREERL, BGR, FIRIIESZMB 5 AT, BEDECH, boltbFlgo7/o HHL LT, 1. Amon

Crop Production in Dry Region, vol. I7; Systematic Treatment of the Principal Crops, 1972, New York

DB ENTE D
1) e fely (RS RNE | &F RV TFRSR—/Earifisel 1967, thiesigtt.
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DOE, 50T = OBIIELE pegyi DRI EDS LTI B RIRIEDH TH S 12
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12) B1HKTRIC LTI, Burma Gasetteer, Shwebo District, volume A, reprint 1962, Rangoon £5% & |
13) Jf:ﬁhl A. B. (ed.) Sesamum, 1961, Indian Central Oilseeds Committee, Hyderabad |z L, = =2,
TR, bEDOY, TR, FvhRABESBEINTNDE, B, A BICOWT, FTHREE
(4 Y FICH U2 LREHOL L 0] T7 2 7RI T 5 EEEO SR T 5 kst

(RERISOAERESCHE R AR, AT B, W) kil BRI NS < A I FEICDIE

HESN, EDD DL, tur, gram, 5y HwA, mung, wad BEDHINENEDT ETH B 5k,

- X & DEAIEM & LTI bajra (Pennisetum tvphoideum). jowar (Sorghum bicolar), + v Ena s

WEMBENI,
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VHEDPORYHVEERT OO INHMEBRERTHZ, chomEMo> 5, LR
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BRI T OoN, DEBROTFSHS C ORI T2 h e 2 T &3, #il
HACBI 2EMARBORELE ST DD TIRIEND DD,

KT, PLLoX5 308 AICHEL>D, B OB THE iKMo tikic
DNWTEZTAHLD, BEMEILME THAREINTLEEERZ, 1 v T4 D72y
(aman) FEIC T AKREBEM LTS, LrL, EV7TOREMOLBRELW > TWHL
o, COMBTORERMPEDE LU COBMOKRTH »7c&iZE VN ITOEE D
EHEODHAETHODITIR > TV EZOBEE LILENLVTDRERKE - —RKOEBOD S b,
#iottk 1~ 5 flb{d ~ 1 4 / — (Beikthano) @i+, 8 #itH®D ) v ¥ — (Halingyi) i B
DOHE LI EPICEREOMENEL GINTED, ZOEELL N SRBEREHNLIRY
v R2ABOKBTHALS LHEE I NI, H VIEROFRO TLOREICET NN
BEAENY v R=HBTHBDT, PREJFUCHAOHEEEFAL 24 7O b biAgh
14) Daw Mya Scin. Z%e Administration of Burma, 1938, Rangoon.

15) Tadayo Watabe, Koji Tanaka and Koung Nyunt. “Ancient Rice Grains Recovered from Ruins in

Burma—A Study on the Alteration of Cultivated Rice,” Preliminary Report of the Scientific Survey to
Burma, 1974, 1976.
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w)ﬁ%mw|7/rﬁﬁM@@% Ty L BRI 25| TETIEB0A) W7, 1975, HE,

HREBIIC AL UTc SRS 254 ¥ By P A b e 5 nfc LIEA 5 Chan, T. T. “The Rice
Cultures,” Zhe Early History of Agriculture, 1976, Royal Society of London (D d Btk dy 5 (& T
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17) Hertz, W. A. Burma Gazetteer: Myitkyina District, volume A, reprint 1960, Rangoon.
18) WSt [ 2 4 Hick 3 V& F REERKEE" OL] TEFIARFE] 1425, 1970,
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