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Y. Tsubouchi: Introduction

Introduction

This special issue consists of the reports
of the interdisciplinary research conducted
by a Kyoto-Sriwijaya Universities team in
the Komering-Ogan-Musi valleys of South
Sumatra from September 1978 to February
1979 to investigate population growth and
land use in this area. The area was chosen
as it offers a typical profile with various
ecological conditions for agricultural and
human adaptation. The reports are divid-
ed into two parts: Part 1 is descriptive, and
Part 2 offers a future perspective through
normative analysis.

The articles in Part 1 are as follows:
In the first article Dr. Yoshihiro Kaida
gives a classification of the region. He
describes the island of Sumatra as a world
of trees growing on peat, which overlies
rock. He then divides Sumatra into four
major spheres which are dominated by either
Those
four spheres are further divided into (1)

mountains, hills, rivers, or the sea.

Mountain (Volcano and High peak, Dis-
sected mountain, and Depression), (2) Hill
(Dissected hill and High terrace), (3)
Peneplain (Undulating peneplain and Mid-
dle terrace), (4) Floodplain (Natural levee
and Backswamp), (5) Constricted River
Basin or Zebak, and (6) Coastal Plain
(Natural levee, Low terrace, and Estuary),
as shown on the map.

Dr. Hisao Furukawa, soil scientist,
turned his attention to the lowland area of
South Sumatra, and shows the distribution
of the peaty soils which characterize the
area. After discussing podzolization, the

effects of volcanic eruptions, and other

factors, he presents a soil-classification map
of the research area.

Drs. Isamu Yamada, forest ecologist,
and Sukristijono Soekardjo made an eco-
Though their
survey covered forest vegetation from sea-

logical study of the forest.

shore to mountain top, they concentrate
their description in this report on the
mangrove and swamp forests of the lowland
area because of their importance in Sumatra.
They also describe the native method of
opening the swamp forests.

Dr. Yoshikazu Takaya, natural geog-
rapher, presents his observations on the
agricultural practices of this area. The
influence of slash and burn cultivation with
parang (long bush-knife) and planting stick
dominates even the rice cultivation of the
lowland area. Particular aspects of low-
land rice cultivation are the utilization of
lebak in the dry season and tidal irrigation or
pasang surul in the downstream area.

Dr. Yasuyuki Mitani classifies the
languages and dialects spoken in this area.
Lampung and Malay are the major lan-
guages. The former includes the Ranau,
Daya, and Komering languages and is
distributed mainly in the Ranau district
and the upper and middle Komering
Valley. Dialects of Malay are spoken in
other areas including the Musi and Ogan
valleys and the mountains adjacent to
Ranau.

Dr. Yoshihiro Tsubouchi, sociologist,
describes the settlement of the surveyed area
utilizing local legends and oral traditions.

New villages were formed in principle by

397



HETYTHRE 17%3%5

establishing a branch hamlet firmly tied
through kin-relations. Development of the
lower areas proceeded in accordance with
population growth. Recent transmigration
of Javanese and Buginese is also important
for their intensive use of land scarcely uti-
lized or abandoned by the local people.

In Part 2, a future picture of South
Sumatra is drawn by Mr. Teitaro Kitamura
and Dr. Kaida. Mr. Kitamura, regional
planning specialist, makes a regional classi-
fication utilizing the information in Part 1
and analyzing the data obtained from each
marga. He then tries to predict the future
prospects of each region. Dr. Kaida, as an
irrigation specialist, examines the possible
agricultural development of the different
regions. In contrast with Western ideas
which prefer to concentrate their develop-

mental effort on the peneplain, he concen-
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trates on the wet lowland where many
types of land use are possible through the
efforts of individuals.

Though the research period in South
Sumatra was too short to obtain a complete
and satisfactory result, the interdisciplinary
team does present a whole picture of the
area. This type of research seems effective
in areas where ethnographic monographs
are scarce and the regional variation is
remarkable.

Finally it should be mentioned that
the research would not have been possible
without the cooperation of the local staff of
Sriwijaya University. The editor hopes
that the reader will also refer to the English
report of this research which will soon be
published. (Yoshihiro Tsubouchi*)

* The Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto
University



