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Singapore’s Policy towards China:

Official Visits, 1975-78

Kyoko TaNaka*

Since 1971, the United States’ disengagement
from Vietnam and its rapprochement with China
have brought about dramatic changes in interna-
tional relations in Asia. Among them was the
ASEAN nations’ normalization of their relations
with China. Singapore, a small city-state with a
predominantly Chinese population, needed close
ties with its ASEAN neighbours for survival and
played down its “Chineseness.” In 1975, while
reiterating that it would be the last in ASEAN
to establish diplomatic ties with China, Singapore
sent its Foreign Minister, S. Rajaratnam, to
By the
next year, however, when its Prime Minister Lee
Kwan Yew visited China, Indochina had been

Beijing to improve bilateral relations.
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communized and ASEAN had closed ranks to
withstand the communist threat. This prompted
Lee to emphasize Singapore’s ASEAN identity
rather than to foster closer ties with China.

After Lee’s visit, conflicts among the communist
countries over Indochina drove Singapore further
into ASEAN identity and dissociation from China.
In late 1978, when Deng Xiaoping, China’s
Deputy Prime Minister, visited Singapore, it
pronounced emphatically that its future was with
the ASEAN nations and denied all special links
with China. Singapore’s escalating emphasis on
ASEAN identity and the “de-Sinicization’ dic-
tated chiefly by international factors illustrate a
small nation’s strategy for survival.
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85) ST, 13 November 1978.
86) ST, 14 November 1978.
87) "TAEH#., 19784E11H13H,
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LT, #EEORNITHEBREILINRTERE
U7,

— RIS ERIC U2, THFE &3
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ChiEy v R— VIS UREE LTS
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THREEFRSNI, OxAhL—v s THD,

AR ELFEEICK S -Tc &S
U,3 FEREIKDOWTEELELASOST
DN F DIV LB -T, v HKR—
NMITE S TOEPFHIO XI5 EHIZ, HEE
OBV FIKDODNTHEHDOEZ ZHEEMKIC
HEEZI CEICHEEVIED, YN
R VIR RKOEFHA L =Y ¢ 24 LN
Z DT D 3 HIME H7cdpd ASEAN
D EHETIRETH DT ELHNT
W3 eI L E LI,

YUHE—-NTOH 2 HEDI1HI3H, B
Bl H—TREEAH, vae v TEMME
WELLDOL, v 72 KEHEEERSEL,
PRI OB 2MEEHK, RiZaT— - &y~

89) Loc. cit.
90) Loc. cit.
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ERy A E-—THEZHET S EXE
boTWAZ &, HEOERBB Y v I K —
NMXIEOEEEE, £ R TH S
TEERLTNS,
TNEREIEAHDO ASEAN 3 HEMIIE, #
DHfHED HRF & B - T, KRELKEE
St LZndicn, s 3 HE P
HDHRBETEBITHLIEBLMEBEICHD, Ly
b BUEMIM A BSRE TR "k, o/hNET
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91) Loc. cit.; ST, 16 November 1973.

92) ST, 11 June 1976; "E# H#_. 197811515
E ]

93) "R iMH R, 19784 12 H28H,

94) RIEBHEMK. 1976. "M TV T L HAOERK.
HARB 4. 46-56<— U 2,

95) AWSJ, 23 November 1978 £ i3,

s 3ED "M, OBEEIS-BERTO
BEAMETHY, PHOEETICRENS
HOSFLIFERTHENS, FEHEMRKDEK
FHF e KB & TN OEANOBIER « 1
BN RECEEREGZ S HBDTH -7,
2 A4FEEML, rL—VT e VA HE—
NEHENC R SRR E G TEL LT &2
BIEHETWTEEhL -7tk D2 THS, #EA
BERUHEEMEOEANIZANADPSHET S
ORESHTREVICEL, PEHRBVYBEOHE
it xE EohT ASEAN O/NEODLHIT
DINWTHEREARRT HoEBE N, Y oH
K= hEICEL < DBEL gEO "HHE
T, 2EWE, THET Y T, 2WE, hye.
HEXICEB T AP EFELTNEDI,
REMN Y v FR—IC EoTED KET Y
T e TAFYTF 4T 4 —DbDOEKEHICH
T, oA R-ENSNS I
EERTEDEHLBESETES, LI,
) — « BBEKICOWTOBMREN, v
H—nZhEIcH L2 "FJHROEE T V7
DOETHD DTS (desire to remain
as a separate Southeast Asian state) , % Hj
SHiclL 72, T aoREHX M
BHo BBV O HR—NEFRED—EH B0
ZThIGEW D EARTREE LI LAY
b BEITHS,

kD ASEAN B & U2 DAL TR,
BFBEARE Z S PANTH I ici# g 5 3
DB, R FLDOHERERNTED
A2 DFFMN R GRS EDO ASEAN 3%
EHICHd 2B ARER LTS, BUNEE]
wH#HD ASEAN 3 HIHMIEZ, =v—vy 7T
=7 Y HERXEMREEBERAI SN
LICE-T, HEXEHHEN® - SDHEHLT
WA U F R TRBEAIET v E—

96) ST, 14 November 1978.

97) ST, 14 and 15 November 1978; Asia Year-
book 1979.1979. Hong Kong : Far Eastern
Economic Review. 172 £,
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T, OB, "HE30HhE, LLTO
A s REDBATRERTHD, "HEE, OFE
MERDORAE « BROAWNRDOEHTHD &
DRBCHETBDTH B, Lichi-T,
ZORLEMEED ASEAN (KEFEDELSHBDO X
CIEhiEs2i2E, "HEHERNh, Bx=xh
V- b RHIBEZIN N, 1975 UKD 4
VFHEBDOYEN DEMEE R LD TH
52, ERNEHBLELTO "HhEXEN, BX U
B EREENcchIicEBR L, D
ENERAEK, ARBEEO "HhEISH,
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98) Morrison and Suhrke, op. cit., p. 192.

Fyg—¥v=xua,0M#Eld, ZOPFEHBLT
ASEAN #EHEOBERBEICBWWT 2 e —01
TEBLVWEREHMOBRE L T3,
I, ARKEDIEHADOKER « L2 RE,
ChzHBlTsBARBELRET S &%
HEHELHAHMELTWS, £LT, AR A%
EBHITRMBYITBEKBMIIIMIEE LTOE
FeREBO—HILHB, v T HR-1DOHH
BEZ, MNEARO—DOWmETRET S D
EWVZ XD

& vorHE-rOPEES
(B "R Y HE—w e F)

S$1=US$0.45
#F WA L & & B X
1964 196.5 1.0 197.5 —195.5
1965 | 224.5 22.4 246.9 —202.1
1966 | 271.7 137.2 408.9 —134.5
1967 | 385.8 95.8 481.6 —290.0
1968 | 460.1 81.2 541.3 —378.9
1969 | 418.5 174.8 593.3 —243.7
1970 | 385.5 69.4 454.9 —316.1
1971 406.7 46.6 453.3 —360.1
1972 399.1 57.4 456.5 —341.7
1973 | 573.2 128.4 701.6 —444.8
1974 643.9 125.8 769.7 —518.1
1975 682.0 98.5 780.5 —583.5
1976 | 659.0 95.4 754 .4 —553.6
1977 670.4 144.7 815.1 —525.7
1978 775.5 130.7 906.2 —644.8

Hi 7 : Singapore, Department of Statistics. 1975.
Yearbook of Statistics Singapore, 1974-75.
pp. 99-100.
Singapore, Department of Statistics. 1979,
Yearbook of Statistics Singapore, 1978-79.
pp. 116-117.
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