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Editor’s Note

Toru YANO*

This special issue on the historical aspects
of Japan’s presence in Southeast Asia is the
second round of a collective effort by schol-
ars to challenge the question of Japan’s
relations with Southeast Asia in the period
after the Meiji Restoration and to open
new frontiers in Southeast Asian studies in
Japan. The first round was presented in
a collection of six papers, which appeared
in the Vol. 16 No. 1 issue of this Journal
in June, 1978.

This special issue contains seven papers
on the theme of ‘“Historical Patterns of
Modern Japan’s Commitment to Southeast
Asia.” The contributors were encouraged
to present fresh points of view in examining
their topics.

First of all, the relationship established
between Japan and Southeast Asia must be
explained by historical necessities on the
part of the Southeast Asian countries.
The article by Prof. Toshiharu Yoshikawa

* The Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto
University
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on Siam-Japan relations 1is especially
noteworthy in that it is based on first-hand
materials gathered in Thailand.

Secondly, Taiwan’s position, both strate-
gic and geographic, must be heeded as a
crucial link, without which Japan’s ap-
proach to Southeast Asia would have been
far less smooth. The contributions by
Prof. Takashi Nakamura and Mr. Shinjiro
Nagaoka are significant in this respect.

The other articles, all well-researched,
focus on Japan’s stance vis-a-vis Southeast
Asia covering such varied topics as the type
of Japanese who went to Southeast Asia,
the educational culture imposed on Japa-
nese citizens residing in the region, and the
substance of the Japanese concern with
Southeast Asia just before and during
World War II.

The Editor hopes that these articles will
stimulate an interest in this subject in
academic circles, both within and outside

Japan.



