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Editor’s Note

Kazumasa KoBAavAsur*

Demography is essential in the multi-
disciplinary, if not interdisciplinary, research
of a region because population structures
and movements are closely interrelated with
the environmental, socioeconomic, and
political conditions of the region. Tt is not
uncommon for non-demographers involved
in a regional study to deal with population
variables as an integral part of their re-
search subject. Population is not a sub-
ject exclusively studied by demographers.
A demographic approach differs from
population studies practiced by other disci-
plines only in that it emphasizes studying
population in terms of all its demographic
components. This approach is particularly
required of demography when it is applied
with other related disciplines in a regional
study, irrespective of whether the area for
research is a village, a larger subnational
area, the whole country, or a world region.

This is a collection of three papers on
population in Southeast Asia. Although
they differ from each other in themes as

well as levels of area for study, all are
concerned with the phenomenon of popu-
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lation growth. The growth of population
is not a mere change in the number of
people, but is a complex of population
dynamics in which all the demographic
components interact with each other over
time and generations.

Shigemi Kono reviews, in the first paper,
the basic theories underlying the practice
of the United Nations and other interna-
tional population projections, including
those of Southeast Asia, and discusses the
utilization of new developments in popula-
tion theories for projections. Kazumasa
Kobayashi describes, in the second paper,
the subnational diversity in the population
growth of Thailand during the intercensal
period from 1960 to 1970 and draws special
attention to the role of the sparsely inhabited
hill regions which have been absorbing
much of the increase.  Yoshihiro Tsubouchi
and Keiichiro Matsushita attempt, in the
third paper, to estimate the extent of
population growth of the several past
generations in South Sumatra through the
use of genealogical records of two local
populations and suggest the possibility of
high levels of net reproductivity since several
generations ago in remote rural Sumatra.



