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The Simplified Process of Culture Change in a Hill Karen Village

. Settings

-
~.

Stages :

Nomadic
Stage
(until about a

half century)
ago

Semi-nomadic

|

Stage

until about
6~10 years

l
| (ago

Settled
Stage

!
i
i

<

"-Swidden agriculture

-No water buffalo
-Elaborated handicrafts|-

T

Economic i
|

Social Political ‘

‘No land-ownership

+Tax: Two cotton
blankets a year to
the Chiengmai or
hamphun Pr1nce

-Swidden &
Wet rice agriculture

‘Land-ownership for
wet rice field, but
none for upland
field

-Introduction of water |

buffalo ’[

-A few handicrafts ;

-Tax : Monetary head
tax to the govern-
ment

+Upland rotation (Seven
Field System) &
wet rice field

|

-Land-ownership for
both wet rice field ’
& upland field

-Tax:Land & Cattle ’
tax |

-Long house hamlet
-Association of several | 1

“Mafri (Neo)-local

i-Chiengmai or Lamp- ‘
hun Prince rule ‘
long houses B \A Hiko is socio- religi- ‘
Matri-patri- neo(matrl)\ ous leader for
local marriage ] several hamlets
(Long residence in |
Parents’ house)

Hamlet consists of Government paper-

l administration
!‘Leadership is divided
solidarity ‘

-Matri-patri-neo(matri)|

gious one
1 -Government-appointed
headman dejure

some huts
-Weak supralocal
into secular & reli-

local Marriage
(Staying in the !
parents’ houses is
only several days)
Vlllage con51sts of
settled houses

ration

. Government-appointed|-
marriage (Traditi-  headman de facto
onal marriage-cus-

tom has become

merely ceremonial)

*Female style has not been changed as remarkabl} as male’s.

Religious \ Dress & Style*
Taluphadu l{-Male long dress
f‘-Karen dress for
" all males
| Tatoo to knees
4-Ear—ringT for males
| |
Taluphadu d1sappeared1 ‘

-Neighboring hamlets \
start to have each :
Hiko ‘

‘Talupé simplified ;

«All ritual activities ‘ Thai style dress

for many males
-Slight plain emulation |\, long hair for males
through Pukacha |

I-Less tatoo
+Declining of Oxe '

simplified 1

|-Few ear-rings
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