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Images of the Southeast Asian World
Editor’s Note

Kenji TSUCHIYA*

This special issue on images of the
Southeast Asian World is the outcome of a
collective effort by scholars on the question,
“What is the Southeast Asian World?”’
A Symposium on this subject was horted

by the Social Science Section of the Center

* The Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto
University
**% This was the second symposium held at the
initiative of the Social Science Section. The
first symposium was held a year before on the
question of the logical relationship between the
concepts of “towns’” and ““villages’” in Southeast
Asia. The results were presented in a special
issue of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 21, No. 1,
1983 edited by Toru Yano and titled “Patterns of
Urban Formation in Southeast Asia.”

for Southeast Asian Studies at Kyoto
University on March 12th and 13th, 1983.**
The agenda of the Symposium was as
follows.
Session 1: Presentation

I  The “Shape” of the Southeast Asian
World.
versity)

II Space: ‘“Petty States” and ‘“‘Great
States’”’ in the Malay World. Yoshi-
hiro Tsubouchi (Kyoto University)

III Time: ‘“Modernization” and ‘“Law”
in Thailand.

University)

Kenji Tsuchiya (Kyoto Uni-

Toru Yano (Kyoto
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Session 2: Symbols

I  Symbols and Society. Kageaki
Kajiwara (Osaka University)

II Symbolism in Hindu Architecture.
Hideo Noguchi (Akashi
College)

IIT The Meanings of Asian Music.
Ryohei Hirose (Kyoto City University
of Arts)

Session 3:

Technological

Languages and Meanings

I  Meanings of the Southeast Asian
World. Keiji Iwata (National Museum
of Ethnology)

II Bilingualism in Singapore.
Miyuki Kosetsu

IIT The Languages of Socialism in Viet-
nam. Masaya Shiraishi (Osaka Uni-
versity of Foreign Languages)

Session 4: Perceptions of History

I  The Philosophy of History in the
Javanese Chronicles Baebad Tanah Jaws:.
Masaaki Miyasaka (Adachi Higashi High
School, Tokyo)

IT The Philosophy of History in the
Ohno
(Osaka University of Foreign Languages)

IIT The Philosophy of History in the
Thai Chronicles.

University)

Burmese Chronicles. Toru

Yoneo Ishii (Kyoto
Session 5: Structures of Identity

I  Identity in the Sunda World.

Murai Yoshinori (Sophia University)

II Individual and Society in Minang-
kabau.
sity)

IIT What is “Indonesia’?
Tsuchiya (Kyoto University)

Tsuyoshi Kato (Kyoto Univer-
Kenji

The seven pieces contained in this special
issue were carefully selected from each ses-
sion of the Symposium. The discussion
covers Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and
Indonesia.

As seen in themes of each session, it is
necessary to inquire into various aspects of
“structures of meaning’’ or paradigms, in
order to examine the question, “What is the
Southeast Asian World?” In other words,
the question is whether it is possible and, if
so, how best to conceptualize the inherent
nature of the Southeast Asian World. To
examine and perhaps answer this highly
conceptualized question, it is necessary to
discuss first the paradigm of the World
image found in particular areas and
periods in Southeast Asia, as is shown in the
articles in this issue.

The editor hopes that these articles will
stimulate an interest in this subject in
academic circles concerned with cultural
patterns of Southeast Asian history and

socleties.



