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A Note on the Character of the Petty States
in Insular Southeast Asia

Yoshihiro TsuBoucHI*

This article is a supplement to the same author’s
previous paper on the population and character of
traditional communities in Southeast Asia. Except
in Java and some other localities, the populations
in this area were, until the last years of the 19th
century, characterized by their sparcity, diversity,

smallness, and mutual independence. Despite

their substantial political independence, these
petty states often recognized the authority of
an externally located Center. The nature of this
spiritual dependence was clearly distinct from sub-
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ordination to a physical power, and leaders often
obtained legitimacy through blood or titles recog-
nized or granted by the Center. The petty states
in Negeri Sembilan provide a good model, which
may be applicable to other, bigger states of the area.

Some recent schemes for understanding the tradi-
tional Southeast Asian polities, including Milner’s
kerajaan, Wolter's overlapping mandalas, and
Geertz’s theatre state are also reviewed in reference
to the author’s scheme.
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Yang Di Pertuan Besar OMERRIZ/NEDH
REBZIcELTATHBLING,
EROBANHKEZEDTENH 5 DI
FIOEEEERT 5732 51F, DAEFRARK
BT AZRPLOFTEDOEKILFEZDOLD
DOBFICH/E T, PLOEREEZ LB HE
HEIADEZDTH B, RPLDH % DAETE,
ELIZZDOAN - B B E %2 T
T EDBPITNENDS ERT, £TDIFAFEMY
ZREBEHICER L T LEDXD B,
EFEROFERIL, ERTOLIFEOBSOR
HEz0bDE2HS> DO TIRIRNL, Tk
LAERD D VIITHEOEMMESRIE T ME
BT ABO—TEETERELOE TEHE L
bDTHB, BT Y 7 EHEBEIHICENTE,
ZoAOFPHEEERIT, BRI EERIC
E2% T, TOED/NEDS, F UWLBEHEZER
s UTHEA B I N THBIZIRY Zktd T
ElEWVWA B, CORBPICKH LT, ERIVE
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