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Kartini’'s Image of Java’s Landscape

Kenji Tsuchiva*

Kartini (1879-1904) is unique in the intellectual
On the one hand,
she is adored in the nation’s ‘hagiography’ as an

history of modern Indonesia.

carly advocate of nationalist sentiment and an
emancipator of Java’s women from ‘feudalism’.
On the other, she has been sympathetically accepted
in Dutch literature as a representative figure either
of Ethical Colonial Policy or of the ‘Tempo Doeloe’,
“The Old (Golden) Days’.

This paper discusses this figure in relation to par-
ticular cultural phenomena of late 19th century
of Java. Three points are presented with special
reference to Kartini's descriptions of Java’s land-
scape in the Door Duisternis Tot Lickt (“Through
Darkness Towards Light’), the collections of her
letters to Dutch friends.

First, the descriptions, which are full of ‘clichés’,
reflect accurately the contemporary ‘mestizo culture’
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of colonial Java. ¥rom the late 19th century
the ‘mestizo culture’, typically expressed in the
pictures of ‘the Beautiful Indies’ and the eroncong
melodies, enjoyed growing popularity hoth among
the Dutch and Eurasian societies and the Javanese
aristocracy. Second, the Dutch language was
indispensable to her description of Java’s landscape.
Dutch functioned as a highly efficient lens through
which she was able to gaze at not only the natural
landscape but also the landscape of the colonized
society. Both Dutch and Javanesc societies in
colonized Java were brought sharply into focus
through this lens. Third, Kartini was a forerunner
of the Indonesian nationalist movement in the sense
that she convincingly gave ‘nationality’ to the
landscape. Removed from the ‘mestizo’ cultural
milieu, the landscape she described was, thus, a

‘naturalized’ Javanese (Indonesian) landscape.
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Huisje bij Sindangiaja
(Preanger- Regentschappen)

met oude notenboom.

Bamboebosch met karbouwen kFraal - B
bij Depok (Batavia). '

@)

Riviergezicht (Tiiliwong)
Depok.

Desa Tjipoetri bij Paijet.
(Preanger- Regentschappen).
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Op den grooten weg tusschen
Depok en Buitenzorg.

Tjikeument bij den Cultuurtuin
(Buitenzorg).

HIVF 4 ZDHEL, ¥, Q90IFET A)

73



HETYTHR 22815

compiled by J.H. Abendanon. Amsterdam:

Gé Nabrink & Zn))

—. 1979.  Swrat-surat Kartini Renungan
Tentang dan Untuk Bangsanya, translated by
Sulastin Sutrisno. Jakarta: Penerbit Djam-
batan. (BHZ Kartini, R.A. 1911. Door
Duisternis Zot Lickt, compiled by J.H.
Abendanon. Amsterdam: Gé Nabrink & Zn.)
Anderson, Benedict. 1983. /magined Communities,

Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nation-

alism. London: Verso.

Andjar Any. 1979. _Jayabaya, Ranggawarsita dan
Sabdapalon. Semarang: Aneka.

. 1980. Raden Ngabehi Ranggawarsita

Apa Yang Terjadi? Semarang: Aneka.
Breton de Nijs, E. 1973. Zempo Doeloe Foto-

grafische Documenten wit het Oude Indié, 1870-

1914. Amsterdam: Em. Querido’s Uitgeverij

B. V.

Day, Anthony. 1981.
Poetry of Nineteenth-Century Java.
Dissertation. Cornell University.

De Graaf. 1949. Geschiedenis van Indonesié. The
Hague; Bandung.

Holt, C. 1967. A7t in Indonesia: Continuities and
Change. Ithaca; London: Cornell University
Press.

SR, 1981 [7 4 ) © v REBEOAHE S
ag Y OB | [RET7 VT O BFELRK
EHEF] AKBE B R. BEE.

Kamadjaja. 1964. Zaman FEdan. Yogyakarta:
Percetakan R. I.

EEEAR. 1942. [TEEDHR] BEHEE.

Kornhauser, Bronia. 1978. In Defence of Kroncong.
In Studies in Indonesian Music, edited by
Margaret J. Kartomi. Center of Southeast
Asian Studies, Monash University.

ﬁam@% 1975. [4 Y FA v T7TORAESH—7
FTYeTV=V AT+ =] CRREXER
5( ﬁ}iﬂ@ ERE)

Multatuli. 1860(1888). Max Havelaar of de
Koffiveilingen der Nederlandsche Haendelma-
atschappy. Amsterdam: Elsevier.

kB M. 1980. [4 v Fx v 7EEESEOERK]

Meanings of Change in the
Ph. D.

74

FERFHRE.

Pramoedya Ananta Toer. 1980. Bumi Manusia.
Jakarta: P. T. Hasta Mitra.

Reitsma, S. A., ed. 1925. Gedenkboek der Staats-
spoor- en Tramwegen in Nederlandsch-Indie.
Weltevreden: Topografische Inrichting.

YF4 AT YEY Zub. 1982. [REEHOR
g4 =R A B REHYE GO.
TRERGROBA VT « ={rd HHILERA.
(53 Sitisoemandari Soeroto. 1977. Kartini,
Sebuak Biografi. Jakarta: Gunung Agung.)

Smail, John. 1971. Indonesia: Social Change and
the Emergence of Nationalism. In /z Search of
Southeast Asia: A Modern History, edited by
David Joel
Press.

Soekanto. 1951. Duwua Raden Saleh Dua Nasionalis
Dalam Abad Ke-19. Jakarta: Poestaka Aseli.

Soemarsaid Moertono. 1968. Szate and Statecraft
in Old Java. A Study of Later Mataram
Period, 16tk to 19th Century. Modern Indo-
nesia Project, Cornell University.

Sutherland, Heather. 1979. 7ke Making of a

Bureaucratic Elite: The Colonial Transforma-
tion of the Javanese Priyayi. Kuala Lumpur;
Hong Kong: HEB.

BRI, 1983, [20MACHIEEA ¥ Fx Y TREE
BOXBEA VG 4 =DBEHE| CREEELHR
3. BEPEEBE R

TERE. 1970. [4 v Fxr vy 7oaRbEREFE
FED S HEARE ] TREATEHR 80)

. 1982, T4 v FAvTREEHRTE
—— &7 VY RT DRI E B —] RI3X 4t

. 1983, [&EiE: [HE7 Y 7O®EEE
ERBETFEH ]| [RELFRE] 42(2).

. 1984. [19fdY » VULRFH—
YR ol = I My ) VR VAT
T VT OBGE &) BRRERKEHRKS.

Van der Veur, Paul W, 1955. Introduction to a
Socio-Political Study of the Eurasians of
Indonesia. Ph. D. Dissertation. Cornell Uni-
versity.

Wertheim, W.F¥. 1956. /ndonesian Society in
Transition: A Study of Social Change. Sumur
Bandung.

Steinberg. Oxford University




