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On ‘Ekiinatimsa Mulagati Vivada’ in Phrathammasat
——A Case of ‘Pali-ization’ of the Traditional Law of Thailand——

Yoneo Isun*

Phrathammasat, the first book of the Law of
the Three Seals, enumerates 29 titles or types
of lawsuits under the Pali name of ‘Ekinatithsa
Malagati Vivada’, the authority of which is
ascribed to the feat of Manu, discoverer of the
eternal law of mankind. Compared with the
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Burmese law books, which, at least nominally,
retain the traditional 18 titles, this seems to in-
dicate an advanced stage of ‘Pali-ization’ of law
in Theravada Buddhist Asia, where the adopted
Hindu law were transformed in a variety of
ways.
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