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Military Actions and Control of Local Powers in Vietnam under the Ly Dynasty

Shiro MoMOKI*

Society and state in pre-modern Vietnam were
strongly influenced by those of China. Recent
research indicates, however, that absolute rule
supported by bureaucracy and Confucian ide-
ology like that in the Chinese empire was not
established until the 14th century. How, then,
did earlier dynasties such as Ly become stabilized
and gain control over semi-independent local
powers?

The foundation of the Ly dynasty did not put
an end to frequent regional rebellions outside
the Red River Delta, sometimes involving an
alliance with another country. The framework
of political integration under this Vietnamese
dynasty, in which the central government of the
Red River Delta controlled the northern moun-
tains and the southern provinces, was barely
established in the latter half of the 11th century.
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Moreover, the integration of the Red River Delta
itself collapsed in a struggle among local powers
on the fall of the Ly dynasty.

Under these conditions, the central government
could not dismantle the local military powers and
construct a military bureaucracy. The submission
of local powers, often symbolized by a ceremony
of allegiance, was achieved only by means of
personal demonstrations of power by the emperor
or princes in expeditions or ritual travels to the
local powers. Such demonstrations gradually
came to be undertaken by persons close to the
emperor and by the grand aristocrats.

Ultimately, the stability of the Ly dynasty rested
on the military actions of the “mandala overlord”
in the Red River Delta and their spread to the
aristocracy.
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