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The Economic Growth of Bangkok and the Formation of Capitalists in Bangkok’s
Suburban Areas—Case Studies of Nakhon Pathom and Ratchaburi—

Yoko Uepa*

In Thailand, capitalists—here considered as
the driving force of capitalism—consist
mainly of Chinese immigrants and their
descendants. Since their network is centered
in Bangkok, the domination of Bangkok
marks Thailand’s economic growth. Even
before the introduction of industrialization
policy in the 1960s, Chinese had established
industries both in Bangkok and in the prov-
inces.

This paper examines the formation of cap-
italists in Nakhon Pathom and Ratchaburi,
based on a survey I carried out for several
months in 1988 and 1989. First, I analyze
certain characteristics of Chinese capitalists
and industries in these areas. 1 then define
two types of capitalists: Bangkok-based and
regionally—based ones. Bangkok-based capi-
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talists are of the greater importance because
of their rich entrepreneurship and their con-
tribution to economic growth. They are
concentrated in the Saamphraan district of
Nakhon Pathom, a neighboring district of
Bangkok. Some of them have acquired
enough strength to compete with foreign
companies both in the domestic Thai
market and in the international market.
This is the case in the textile industry.

A crucial question for the Thai economy
is whether ‘native’ Thai-Chinese capitalists
can continue to compete successfully with
foreign capital. I believe that this is possi-
ble at present only for the Bangkok-based
capitalists, who will thereby continue to
play a leading role in Thailand’s economic
development.
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%1 ~rvazoAO¥meE s 1 BoREEE (%)
1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986
Xy 3y EEEA O AOHRhR 6.8 7.6 9.5 10.3 11.0 10.4
GDPIc 53 2 B39 O ekt 11.1 13.7 17.6 18.7 20.1 23.3
GDPIc % 5 B¥EERFY" " OMakiL 33.6 32.1 22.8 26.6 20.8 14.3
T 5 o 2 B ERFT DKL 2.4 3.8 10.0 26.0 36.4 55.8
i 5 5 IEERPT - O Rk 82.7 76.9 62.6 51.8 48.6 34.3
1960 - 64 1965 - 69 1970 - 74 1975 - 179 1980 - 84 1985 - 87
W OFEIRER 10.8 3.7 29.1 17.9 10.7 19.8
1960 - 70 1970 - 80 1980 - 86
GDPOE &SR
5 14 g 8.4 7.2 4.8
C: - ) 4.4 4.6 7.5
(b BT 8 B 5.9 5.6 2.3
(HiBME T EE) 5.2 3.2 2.5
) covasEHMoAD/RAOX100, BEDMHIZ, £hEh1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980,
19855EDET H 5,
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H#F) AO%DE : Thailand, Statistical Reports Division, Statistical Summary of Thailand
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LI DRt : Faculty of Economics, Thammasat University [1989 : (2) - 28, (2) - 831,
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% 2 GDPOHUSZIEERL (19855F) (%)
2 ity 4 i s 4 A hi$s 4  s»Nvay

REriieg” -
BAOKEES 100.0 24.1 22.3 21.2 26.6 5.8
T 100.0 7.1 8.0 4.7 19.0 61.2
Y- R 100.0 14.9 12.2 8.7 15.8 48.5
GDP 100.0 14.3 12.8 9.7 18.5 44.8
AO#e 100.0 349 20.1 12.4 17.5 16.1
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i) GDP#ERL. : Samnakgaan Khana Kammakaan Phatthanaakaan Seetthakit lae Sangkhom
Heang Chaat, Phalittaphan Phaak lea Cangwat Chabap Pii 2529& D HH,
AO#ERM. : Thailand, National Statistical Office, Statistical Summary of Thailand
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Fa-yralB BARH 418

HERM S5
AR 1988F6A30H-10A26H
5—F¢ 7Y —B BAFH 3%

HERY ALAK
AN 1989%1H208-28248

0-2 FAHEHIc-H> O TOEEY

4) Coffizx LD BichHibh, Krom Song-
suum Kaan Kaseet, Sathiti Kaan Phopluuk
Phuut Seetthakit Pracam Pii 2527/28 R
O, 50—V KEWER 7545, 1988
FI10H12-14HICBiE L 7o+ ¥ >+ —, Sathaa-
naphaap lea Luuthaang Kaanwichai
phua Kaanphatthanaa Phuumiphaak
Tawantok : Sangkhommasaat Manutsaya-
saat lea Witthayaasaat TEI XN /-8F
BB LIk, BE0DD, @B D GPP
(Gross Provincial Product. 1985) %iB{F
5

S MTIC A BRINIC, Bk
A=V NRFLABES—F Ty —BIZONWT
ARONBFICBRT 2 LB 268584 HH
WKEEDTEBXW,

Fa—vob B3, NvasEEEOR
Bz 28 TH 5, AOBKZE63.8HA
(1988) 2AT %, BRSO DED Sa% 5,
Bicnxvar bETEY— A 75— VER,
TEOREHIES, TEMXALKL>2H
5o BANREHHFEH (1987-91) T
i3, T @ &P i3, Bangkok Metropolitan
Region (/"X v a7 B iz /b » A
Y—=—-8 /vy TYV—B YA, +T
S—A—-VvIE, YiaytbH—a—vE +
I—-vN b ABOHBAED) NOTEHYE
O—EictEESI N, Fa— V3 2BDOR
¥ - HMBOHLHITH S L7 VEE TR, /N
YA oS8k TH B, NV ICEL IR
BB S IFRABEL, N2 ETORR
B LEESEREE Nt By, -1 T
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& L7 YEOBEMXEZRITIIE, bLid, B
EMXTH B, FTEBREMIE, K BWEzU

2 Fa—vsp AR S—F47Y—H

(GDP) (GPP) (GPP)
GDP, GPP 1,041,354.9 12,630.5 14,409.5
(EH» =) (100.09) (100.0%) (100.0%)
BT (%)
B bk ook B 3 17.1 24.7 20.7
& * 28 0.1 89
® OB % 20.1 19.7 21.8
g2 & %k 52 43 28
/R - EE 2.3 34 24
L P TEE 3 9.1 8.0 7.3
i % 18.2 18.2 17.8
& m % 8.2 6.7 6.0
Z E % 13 1.2 1.3
(ownership of dwelling)
o B 4‘5 43 43
-t ¥ 111 9.5 6.8
— A%y
GDP, GPP 20,148 21,227 21,410

HBr) Thailand, National Economic and Social Development
Board, Gross Regional Product 1980-1986 X b {Ei%o
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E) Fa—var s, 5—F 57 ) —BRIBY 2 BREENLEOHMBINEESE £ TIKBY 5,
BL, XK, B, BROKBER<., oML, THEEF 3 — v+ ABXE (Samnakgaan
Utsaahakam Cangwat Nakhon Pathom) RUT¥ES5—F + 7Y — &% (Samnakgaan
Utsaahakam Cangwat Ratchaburi) B8 L TV 3HEFRONEHICE S,

I Zays 5—%47) -8

(19874-87E) (19864-37E)
BRBETRH 502 (100.0%) 681 (100.0%)
B 119 ( 23.7%) 132 ( 19.4%)
hiAE 81 ( 16.1%) 35 ( 5.1%)
PNAT R AME 33 ( 6.6%) 42 ( 6.2%)
(b3 72 ( 14.3%) 14 C 21%)
X085 59 ( 11.8%) 158 ( 23.2%)
SRBSE 27 ( 5.4%) 30 ( 4.4%)
— PR 6 ( 1.2%) 2 ( 0.3%)
Lt 1 3 ( 0.6%) 1 01%)
3 P B, 99 ( 19.7%) 249 ( 36.6%)
ZofthoMEE (HiK - BIRE) 3 C 0.6%) 18 ( 2.6%)
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