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Lac Cultivation and Host Tree Plantation in Northern Thailand

Shinya TAKEDA™

The technique of lac cultivation in northern
Thailand, including breeding of the lac insect (Lac-
ctfer lacca) and management of host tree
plantations, are described. The historical
changes in tree species used as host are also
discussed.

Traditionally, lac was cultivated on wild host
trees. Since the introduction of the rain tree
(Samanea saman) at the beginning of this century,
lac has been cultivated in host tree plantations.
Today, most local people believe the rain tree to
be indigenous, as it has spread so widely as a
host tree over northern Thailand.

Lac cultivation, host tree plantation and rice
cultivation are combined into an agro-forestry
system in the farm household economy. In this
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system, the farmer engages in lac cultivation in
the agricultural off-season to earn cash income in
the short term. In the long term, the unstable in-
come from rice production is supplemented by
selling old host trees. Lac cultivation and
agriculture thus complement each other.

With the increasing demand for seedlac on the
world market, Thailand has become one of the
world’s leading lac producing countries since
World War II. With the boost of lac production,
rain tree plantations have increased. Nowadays,
these plantations are a very important source of
timber for the local market. The rain tree planta-
tion can be considered as an “endogenous forest
plantation” in Thailand.
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Bhb, kexiX, EEBoXE, VT3
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TRLATWBREDOHEHL, TDrREA
EFTRTMT AV IRLI FThbD,

18) =T [REMNEIE) Lix, HFHREET L
&5 24K (mai huang haam) T7o\ i
Emrigd, F—27Lv— X TEHAKl T
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ST, REBBERLFIAH LTV YRR,
HWHC X » TEEREENRL D, B
5, P IEEEAS S, 103042 L DA ER
DZ oy 7IDOTUE, RORILEEL DS
[Thailand, The Ministry of Commerce and
Communications 1930: 236-237],
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HIZY v A - 5y 2 OFOK ESTRKERE
BRI h, ZHRKRSTORANEGE
AETE, FINXMHF = v~1 BATEHRER
hicdb DT, Fi& Butea monosperma & 7 A
VAF A FNLEBLNRD, £OflUL, €A
*TDF 2V by vEFVFI—A, A—FKV
YV v DO—HTELRICDDTH S,

@ F2vi—A-+5,7:
FxVTA Ty JRBE_PLIRRRLT
DRAVRLRS, i TEAR] T7ikb
BF Vb, vV VRV F— (=W
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T w2 ThHbDB, TDM, 57—, F2V
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T T END, a6~V 547
X, ~vVaZiEEINS,
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1 D—HTESRIT » 2 TH B, DB E
BT 5 LRROAEEIIFEF AL, £
EAERBORMSHEET I TE I,
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CORTDT » 71F D IXKRIEABRMN I BRI
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SAES » 7 (ERBEKRL Cajanus cajan)
DFYTHTH 5,

® =25—t 35,7
ZHRRL TORBANLE L, BBERIRDSH 5,
25—+, YAV, oA =, bEESHIRE,
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