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Cropping Systems in Low-Lying Areas of the Bengal Delta

——A Regional Comparison of Technological Changes and

Development of Cropping Systems——

Kazuo ANDO* Koji TANAKA,**

Keshav L. MAHARJAN*** and Shiro Mukar*

This paper deals with the changes in crop-
ping systems in the low-lying floodplain of
Bangladesh. Four villages with different ecolo-
gical characteristics and agricultural practices
have been surveyed from 1986 to 1989.

The cropping systems of the villages are
changing drastically toward double rice crop-
ping systems and new rice-based multiple crop-
ping systems. The double rice cropping sys-
tems have been largely introduced with the
environment-formative technology, like pump
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irrigation, embankments and sluice gates.
These systems are now being succeeded by new
rice-based multiple cropping systems, owing to
(1) the flood-protection embankment project,
and (2) farmer-innovated environment-adapt-
ive technologies, for example, transplanting
deep water aman rice. While the former tech-
nologies seek to alter the floodplain environ-
ment prevailing in the low-lying areas of the
Bengal delta, the latter seek to utilize it.
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