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Land Reclamation and Agriculture in the Bengal Lowland

in the British Period
——A Historicogeographic Sketch——

Haruo NoMma*

This article aims to describe the land recla-
mation process, its technique and the agricul-
ture of the Bengal Lowland in the British pe-
riod (1765-1947) from the view point of histori-
cal geography. The main historical sources
used are Settlement Reports and District Re-
cords kept in the National Archives or District
Collectorate Record Room and secondary ma-
terials.

First, was divided the eastern portion of the
Bengal Lowland (Bangladesh) into five large
land-ecological categories: 1) alluvial fans, 2)
floodplains, 3) tidal deltas, 4) marshes and
swamps, and 5) Pleistocene terraces. The gra-
dual eastward shift of the Ganges-Padoma
from B.C. 300 to present and the abrupt west-
ward shift of the Brahmaputra-Jamuna from
the late 18th century to 1830s affected not only
soil fertility and crop combinations, but also
sanitary conditions and population growth.
Under these conditions parts of the floodplains
(Moribund delta), the tidal (western Sundar-
ban) and Pleistocene terraces (Barind tract
and Madhupur jangle) have an inactive nature,
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while other parts have an active nature.

Annually inundated active floodplains show
the climax of Bengal Lowland agriculture,
with high productivity of rice and jute. Rice
varieties were carefully selected by peasants
according to microtopography, mainly, the
level of inundation. On the other hand, land-
lords and the government have shown little
interest in introducing flood control by em-
bankments or canal irrigation.

Barind, and exclusively aman-cropped area,
was reclaimed before the late 19th century by
hill tribes who migrated from and cleared the
jungle surrounding areas. For tidal delta rec-
lamation it is essential not only to clear coastal
forest, but to prevent saltwater
by constructing embankments around paddy
fields. Aman was exclusively grown there by
permanent settlers or temporary ones. Marsh
and swampy areas were the last frontier of
lowland to be reclaimed because of the deep
water there. Aman floating varieties or boro
were dominant.
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PhinfE) 3~10, ABHEMES ~7, AEERRRE
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SHETLH o100 TOoiE, 12 - 134
FLOILERBMTH D~ A <7 4 Mainama-
ti ALET 5 D 5 v~ 1 EEAIGIL

THET %o
TAT 4 JINCERF DRI BB INICOIL
17§ =¥~ F < = — 7 Govind Manik
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333) [Chakraborty and Noma 1989: 507,
HROBEREENNBEIC L » TREINT
w35 (1814, L.S., Vol. 251) [ibid.: 58-61],
FoHEIY, BFMBu & 28RO MRS
Z, THIFFEETHHEF I VL —ALICREL
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B, 1915-16FF D KELINBOFEDOKETOR
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FTHE L EEOKANEE L 72D [Osmany
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EEB DT,

COFTAT 4 ERBEZLT, -2
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T4y RIEOEFROBRKEL, HHFEO
EBERFIB LT YA, T=VvOoREE, v
22— M X THBIOT LR, Z ORI
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[Mukerjee 1938: 861,

FHRo#E, MK P RNHERERE L
TAREMIIKENGTFOh D L5kt
&, KHPBA TR A DREMEIERT D70
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D TILLKERDZEERLT WS,
ThOLORENBEC L CEBEDOE —
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DHRMBEERNE (v 2 —01871%#Et
THRIELERED23%, 19314 T36%), L
L7 v ADINERIL 7 <= vE R UHCEAT
5 e, miEEY - T L LERfE
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47, AYVALER—-FRT 4N NS —n, 7
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