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A Note on the 1852 Molucca Tsunami

Shigehisa NAKAMURA*

Events surrounding the 1852 Molucca tsunami are reviewed and a historical evalua-
tion is made of the report written by van Vliet in 1855. The first part of the report
concerns spices and the geophysical conditions. The reliability of the report is
confirmed by records of the event in existing tsunami catalogs. This report there-
fore provides new information on hazards near the coast in Southeast Asia.
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