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The Pondok as a Place of Refuge:
Changes in a Pondok in Kelantan, 1971-1992

Yoshihiro TSUBOUCHI* and Reiko TSUBOUCHI**

In traditional Malay society, the pondok was a place where young students gathered to study
Islam, living in residential huts which they built around the house of a guru (religious
teacher). The introduction of the modern education system was a challenge to this tradi-
tional institution. Some well-known pondok reorganized their curriculum to make it more
systematic and improved their dormitory facilities. Smaller and less popular pondok
accepted more old people as residents. Such changes were already apparent when the first
survey was conducted in 1971, focusing on a pondok in Pasir Mas District.

A follow-up survey after 21 years revealed that pondok have survived in Kelantan by
diversifying and dividing their functions between major and minor ponrdok. A follow-up
survey in a particular minor pondok suggested that one of the additional functions of the
pondok institution is to provide a place of refuge for people in need. Thus, such people as
handicapped women and divorcees chose this pondok as a place of temporary residence.
The observed changes in pondok confirm that religious institutions, once established, persist
by modifying their functions and do not easily decline.
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it 35 33 69 68 104 101

100



R HR IR Fy 7 (FEFZHER) OXF 1971-1992

19715 19924

O
O
]

»
55-59
50—54
45—49
40—-4
35—-39
30—34
25—29 0
20—-24
6 4 2

15—19 ‘
10—14
5— 9
0— 4

(] 2 4 6 8 (A) 6 4 2 0 2 4 6 8 (AN

M3 KRYFyrBEEOAOEZ IvF 1971, 1992

FIRFEEbE R, ARBOELE, BEEZEF a3y 70/NEROARKTHE4 BT, 1H5
DoEy PORADDD, B2 HZ/ S AT AARBRBRTHEWIIE > TWws, BRiZ5Ivp T
BV, KENRET[»NEFICR S 7,

EROEAEEE 2T, KU Fy 7BEBOFERBECR, R2ZBIUKIETTRTLIIRE
fLosBbhTw 3, 197181213, 55-59 O BB ERMOLHE 2 hlic, BREFOREIEIC
HiI> TWwizds, 192280 TiR, BRELTRRKELEHEEE2LHEDZ DD, ZORHENLR
HiHEMEHh, S5, ERERBOBEEVSEAI LT, BERLTFOVHFHRNLAL T
w3, R¥F v 7 ORBREREV—-BROBRICHNTHGMWCEL o722k, B TIRKE
DREEDIETL C, EEELR LEEPIFOMBFCEIEMONTRARBET 2HTHH L Lo
ez & [BPW 1992], E5iCid, FHUFGBIRA LS TELI LR ENIOHERCEEL T
2, 1971412 1F, 20-39 DB FH10AFEA TV 205, 19924E1213 1 A L, FHuH@hE
BOEBEERSEICK>T, RVF v Z7RBRBPEBHODE2FZFVEFOELEM IR %
5D TH5B, FLT, ZITREFOTFHCZ DR T WLIS-S4ROLHEDFENEILODE DK

o7,

V HYIC

R Fv o nBEEDZEAL

YRy 7 NEZORBOBELZTLICEEINTEEBRANBE2 L, BEEENERELE
T 2E R0 2D EIWXDWTIE, 1970FEROFAERE TEICEES I L T 328,
BBy 7 OBEED, BEED T#HE, »oERMEBEORD "HEF, ~cEBbL-ERzZ B IR

101



W7 VTHIE 31%25

TE& 2, 192FE0HEH T, AIBIOFERCEERL TR Fy 708 50 L DDBEEED
BIECHLHEENTWE Z 890, i, BitDEFc8ir 2 THER, 20,
"MROEF W ELTOREETH 5, HEITREFE T 2 I BRI ARDY, Ry Fy 7
PREOB L LTEARY, BURERBREMT AT WED, KRy 72 ROEZWVICT
2DTH5, 19T1EDRKEEEVE->THD E, TOXRY Ky 7 Ti3, YRR TH o I
X VRO ICIBERYEATE D, %72, 6ROBHEFIROEMS, 14 B
FATERZ LY, AETHRCE-> T3, ZOREKRT, BT, & L TOBEIIRL THL
CHELZZHDOTIRRW,,

ISRV Py 7 D=ZD0HREIR, FROZEZOBREL LTHIRZ S, ARFROR
YRy 7 OBOBFDOMEE L THIRZ SNB, BEDIF VI TBNTH, EHLZRF
v 7 TREEOBEESHERF SN 210D 5, ZOREIEBELONTVREDENLT, ZZTHR
STFNRY Ty 71X, TORED "HERT, L LU TOREBENL>TE VR 3, HlE
REMNRETIRFOMEER, —RHOT—LERT, EBERZVULEBLLLZEATH LW,
TR, R TR, OBBERT/NINRY F Yy 7BV THM2HDOD, ELRZRVFyZ7RZHE
ShVbi TRV, ZOEKT, BEOMLIHENNEZELDTH S,

CZTEDERBETRLIEFNINR Py 728300, BEFBRESHIRAONEI R Fy 2 i3,
BAHCE->TR, BRAZLADEEELTWwS, Zhoid, BE#HPESI Z LB TERVRIF
v 2 ThHb, BRTBRRIzL DT, K, MroRBEINIHEENELOEFLONTWEIHE
DINEAR EDBfREREENIC, RV Fy 7 R3—RBYOHEZEL DL WIRANDo T, L
L, EBRRZREBOIZNVIZI> TEEBEEINTWEIRY Py 78R DTV VI BEED,
ERRUIZEIRFFIRY Ry 708, BEOBEERELZSS bEERFINLTVLE LI HEER,
HEMN: LTORY Py 270 2SHIIBWT, HEEPNL I LBEFEDTHS L E2TR
LTWw3,

—EERRII L 7RI, FRRDDESGHELOI L, BEADBBRIEOLD TEDLTDHS
ZEd, ERIBIhhE LSRRV, VA7 L TEEEIAEHPBYZ N HEOES 25
B Ed, FIEDOL OBRESD TIRZOhRERLRZVWTH S, RV Fy 7BEEL
BHO LB INTOIHEHADOMO—D I, FABFRROZLIBVT, HEEE2RET 8%
BELBLIZLTHD, FENEHBLLTORY Py 713, ThAMNHEFRCRTEROEKEIC
bhhrbod, BREWSADMEE2MS LY, LECIREOMEEXEETS I LICL
T, WET B LAXLTELDTH S,

RO ¥y 7 OBERECZEDARY, REOFNRY Py 7DRBBEZOLDOTH 5,
Ldl, TRTCOEBCERD L VREEOTRHEEE2BD 242561, 222k, $5PLKE
RETF LR ShhidRdEv, f ASLARBEEROBEOL»IZH> TH/IMRV Y

102



RN HERYFy 7 (FEFER) O0XF 1971-1992

7 DERBACAIBT T S 2 2R3 R E 2 50355, FHEHOBENE % ¥ OREEIC
BOTHHET 2 0L WO BETH 5, MFbOBIX, THAZBERENET 2GHOHEBEZHL
ORTHREEEZ MO TS, /MR Ry 70FEIR, ZOBRKCHHHACE»NIzbD LW
bz sk, FXEREMBRHET L0 T, RVFy 72BORBBEELSLE2HT
ik, WELESKOBETFBHZ LI IcBbh 3,

£ F XK

Awang Had Salleh. 1977. Institusi Pondok di Malaysia. In Masyarakat Melayu : Antara Tradisi dan
Perubahan, edited by Zainal Kling. Utusan Publications & Distributors.

Castles, Lance. 1966. Notes on the Islamic School at Gontor. Indonesia No. 1: 30-45.

Fraser, Thomas M. Jr. 1960. Rusembilan, a Malay Fishing Village in Southern Thailand. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press.

BEABER, 1966, "IV ICBIT B4 X7 LAKEHIKE, THET Y THE 4(2) :2-39,

Geertz, Clifford. 1960. The Religion of Java. Illinois: The Free Press of Glencoe.

FEEHIR., 1990, A U FAV T DA RT LEHB) SEEBE,

Rauf, M. A. n.d. Islamic Education. In#isari 2 (1).

Siegel, James. 1969. The Rope of God. Berkeley & Los Angeles: University of California Press.

Sudjoko et al. 1974. Profil Pesantren, Laporan Hasil Penelitian Pesantren Al-Falak & Delapan
Pesantren lain di Bogor. LP3ES.

Surin Pitsuwan. 1985. Islam and Malay Nationalism : A Case Study of the Malay-Muslims of
Southern Thailand. Thai Khadi Research Institute, Thammasat University.

HHNEE, 1973, "2 50 v OBNIRBITZRY F (FEFRHER) —Z0BRLER
BrFEs 11(2) : 223-237,

L1992, "= v — BN O20HF—AO L REOEL 20— THE 7 ¥ 7HH%130(2) ©192-212,

Winzeler, Robert. 1970. Malay Religion Society and Politics in Kelantan. Ph. D. Dissertation,

University of Chicago.
. 1974. The Social Organization of Islam in Kelantan. In Kelantan, Religion, Society and

Politics in a Malay State, edited by William R. Roff. Kuala Lumpur : Oxford University Press.

RKE W, 1970. "B 1 BNEONABEABRICDWT, TRE7 Y 7HIZE: 8(2)  138-170.

1 TRET YT

103



