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Peat Swamp Forest in Sumatra: A Perspective

Ken-ichi ABE**

Peat Swamp Forest is a unique ecological unit found almost exclusively in Insular Southeast Asia.
Ecologically, the peat swamp area has been the least favorable environment for human habitation.
Economically, the area and its forest has had no goods or valuables to attract people from outside.
Thus it has remained uninhabited.

The situation has changed since the mid-nineteenth century. Beginning with Singapore’s
expansion and its demand for forest resources, the progress of “modernization” has led people to seek
unrealized, hence untouched, resources in the area.

Today, the area is being widely, rapidly and unrestrictedly reclaimed for new resources, mostly
as farmland for commercial coconut cultivation. The policies or norms of development in this area,
which has hitherto had no long-lasting relation with human activity, lie open to criticism.
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BEHICET AR i BERREV, EBRR, HIRETOZ ORI, S, FIALTAL, ML — ADIES
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NRryra s ERTEESNR, YUy AR-NVEFTEIEE - A FIZETHHEIND XS ITE
Bo T/ K iE, MERBORIL, $20WIEHEAO VMIKRICLEL Sh, 19304£H
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HARIZ T ANERI N TV 57, KELTHMEE LTABE L B RKIEHAAD, PEKS
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