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Minor Tribes of South-Western China during the Chin and Han Period

Luo Erhu*

This article deals with the major tribes of south-western China during the Chin and Han period
(316 B.C.-220 A.D.) and their classification into several groups as well as a description of their
distribution and cultural characteristics. The expansion of the Chin and Han dynasties into the
south-western part of China had significant effects on the movement of minority groups.

The invasion of Han immigrants and the southern movement of the northwestern “Di”
descent tribe had implications on the movement of the “I” and “Pu” descent tribes. From the
cultural standpoint, the settlement of the Han and the ruling system of the Han and Chin
dynasties had lasting effects on the local culture and, indeed, a major cause of its decline was
due to the mighty Hua Hsia civilization.
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