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Another “Forest” for the Dead and Spirits: Notes on the Representation

of Forest among the Lao and Mon-Khmer Speaking Peoples in Lao P.D.R.

Yukio HAavasH *

This paper attempts to describe the knowledge of the forest among the Lao, a Tai speaking
people living in Lao P.D.R. and Northeastern Thailand, and the Mon-Khmer speaking people in
southern Laos, focusing on the ways in which they view two kinds of forest, the sacred forest
dedicated to the village guardian spirit, and the forest for the dead. neither which is directly
concerned with the modern notion of natural resources. The ways of viewing of forest in their
localities differ according to the social experiences which construct social reality in the region
with which their practical religions, both Buddhism and spirit cults, are strongly concerned.
The representation of the forest today is also affected by the peoples’ orientation toward the
present government policy and market economy, which reflect the transformation of two types of
forest in the region. Religious practices in these localities, which tend to be discussed in too
general terms in the recent arguments on forest protection by both native and foreign
intellectuals, parallel the wayvs in which representations of forest are constructed, which
configurate productive activities dialectically based on a circular logic of birth and death.
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Area(ha) TL.Forest Land (ha) %
Vientiane M. 392.000 119400 30
Phongsaly 1,627.000 665,700 41
Luangnamtha 932.500 481,100 52
Oudomxay 1,537.000 420,500 27
Bokeo 619.600 244900 40
Luangpabang 1,687.500 443,800 26
Houaphan 1,650.000 614,700 37
Xayabury 1.179.500 553,300 47
Xiengkhuang 1,731.500 709,100 41
Vientiane 1,999,000 802,300 40
Borikhamsay 1,647.000 1,072,400 65
Khammouane 1.631.500 1,035,900 63
Savannakhet 2.177.400 1,207,900 55
Saravane 1,069.100 562,400 53
Sekong 766.500 494 900 65
Champasak 1,541.500 878,500 57
Attapeau 1,032,000 722,700 70
Special region 459400 138,400 30

WA o Agricultural Statistics Yearbook [MAF 1994] X 0 fERK

F—2, TTh, ¥y ZFar, ALY 0B, 1984FEIZHA DI (khwaeng) &7 72,
PETEY — 57 Y IBO—BTH o7z, 1975 T v L A —a— A8 X 0 o8, 19794127
T LS XS H I LAV HEL T B, 1986412 S N7z A GHATIX, RIS
TR ECIBDRBESHERINTVE LV, BB LVIHIZZDOZEYHT 5,
1 »#%=,2 Hbw,3 TIv9r, 4 U7, 5 V=, 6 Forhy, 7T T2,
8 I+ —, 9 AwxA, 10 Fx b, 11 ¥+—A, 12 /83—, 13 %
FNENORKIGHEAD D B, & O DITBHETH 708 — 7 — Y &4 HOWFHr
Ay (L7 ) TRIEMIT A (F47DT7HN) 58T 5, LaL, TRUNDOHE, 7w
L, Fh, ForF 2T, THECTREFHMTRAERTHL, ANVLETEA by
EoFx, FRALAMTIET S v 2T T4 =05, ¥y Fa TRy )Ty BENENREEIR
R, by, 19914ERE 8 CAI13,348 (3 6,437, o 6.911) 1031TER L D 72 %
HIVAEIZIE, TAAIEE6 ALDEELE 272 (b, EMOA), HEOREN DD 1
(19924 4HE) 3£ 2DEBN) TH D, B b, »Fah2h Ll L TXTEBY, 742D
Er=0 X - VREROBAFOMETH L, {HHIZIEDY TETVEHELLZVIIEDDDS
T, BESRECOIERTA - by EEMT B,

ST, BEAEHNTL ST EELTBORA MIIELEL =7 XA - VDAL END L,
MEBEOA R E b\ 2 AERE R (huana hongkan, hongwakan pokkhong muang) B X UNT 4 A1y
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2 HVI2EEEMNAD - £%% (1992)

1 HbF» 8,319 (65)
2 VA 3,784 27
3 Fxbr 635 (5)
4 ¥+—4 589 (4)
5 YT 15 (%)
6 TIvZ ? (1)
7 83— ? (1)
8 I 6 (%)

WA B EBD I & ) EEIER

(O DROKBEIIHEEER. BUERMEDR
k=HELEEL TV
? =R & bR ANBADSAEE

B [WE{L] oD Vb N AIERTIEDTBEKEE (kotsana watthanatham) (21X F
Fnh b ods, NREEER (huana phak), BARMRE (nacohom muang) 12135 2 Lvis
72HNTHD, T2, FAEEHRDUFERFARIINIVIFICHE SN/, PEEF OMX
HLU7YELEBINT VD, TAIDLWERVZ, ESRTAAPHLHIEVWEL L2 5 TW5
BUERBRMADETIZB 2PN TV 5, B EIY) CTHI-RE OB % Ry Bl S 25hgey
BICEFIIRET 720, AIESNDIILEBLALEREN TV, LBREINISHELTT
FTXFETH 5B,

HIEIRBESRD 1 H» LKL TIOH TH S, HEL L £3.800FFFax— bIVOEET
2,015t 251 , S O R R IZ[FEL, FETHET 2 DIIMETH %, KhigtEiL, W< o 2FH#
DD ) —AL5 T ATBRIXOHN b o AOLOHTF I & 2519894E 2 S BtE L 72 iEh ) TH
%o 19924EBF BC, MMMEHERITEIZ1,305.97N2 ¥ —)b, KHAWIEIZB.70N7 ¥ — IV TH b,
19924E WISE CONFERRE IS PEM & KFRdH ¥ T1,676 F > (Ri4E1,567 ~ ) Th b, 72, K
HidK42 46350, 4°1,4668H, 1111,41356, fR4.628FHEmES T2 (FWEED L 1),

FESDMIEIXLE LT B3 TH D, 1979FEICKEMA D - 7245, FOHRIITFIETH 5,
7273, BEIA, IVAGICTTL AHFRLETFAL I IDZHEENE DO TRE L, £ TI00
FACOBISEENTEIEDIDH DL, PHEXIROLNIZE ZOHMEWEMZI LI L b, BUF
MAQASHERBINT VD, Do b dbZEVODNFr v NS ETHD, DNTHYAE, Vv H
A%, PYEQITERHZI TS, BATICE 5o TIIA EDIT)PEMEL D RKELILELED
Bo ¥ LTV AMATHRIZDD B TIIFERR20%, 1 E280%TH 72, ¥+ vH A EIZ4 AD
55 AT THEZ TI2AICIET S, 4 T2 EETAIREIX (EROXEIZHKAZ LD
W) BFINIRE LT A, JhuE, THITI A hDb kb EivnbhTns,

ek cuziE, malEWe 25b0id%, B AU ONTVE ¥ 3T,
R U, NFF, XA F o TN, RT3V (Try vl TNh—VY) Loz b D3I RTHEAE
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HThb,e INVWLAREDI—b—DT7TEN Y DEFETEESINL TS, T HUIZ1950FEH
LHz 5N Twbd, FOHBITHAENIIH S, BELIIVZLIBBETIIZVD, &L )
(hong hae, hong kham) DMIZH B, T 72, 1989EN S5 7 VTHIX (I hv) OD=D2DHT
it x O D EAEIT) L)% o7 1991 IEB L 6,000 DRKEAZT —F7T o BLY
== TN OHISGICHSE LT 5,

I+ ZTIRIIT54ED [ Lok, SEHFKREREO —H 2 RERX LT LI HIZLTETY
B (£3), HEILEEL LTH A BERAOBE A G L TORFEE R B R OB IZ &
HEMBEIEIZ L ABEIHL L IO TH LI hHboT, MORE T P 7EEFE, #ks
BB E S L B SN TELTA - o i3, HBHRELOITK L BESBICEREIZ/-S R
720 AWLETLHEEIIT S/ HAKTH S,

4V Fo+ugsF, WEBOBRE=ZTERICb s THRPERIFEIE 7274 - b o Vi3,
1980 KL W AL L2 ZOFOHGRIZHE LDoDdh b, Kb ~E) TE TKEEHEEZ T4
Zk, FLT, AR TR ABH T L LV 2O TOEITZHIRS NS L 91274

#3 HHKRREXDY X M (1993)

Protection Areas (ha)
Vientiane 70,000
Phongsaly 222,000
Luangnamtha —
Oudomxay -
Bokeo —
Luangpabang 69.000
Houaphan (1) 150,000
Houaphan (2) 170,000
Houaphan (3) 70.000
Xayabury 191.200
Xiengkhuang —
Borikhamsay (1) 200,000
Borikhamsay (2) 169,000
Khammouane (1) 353.200
Khammouane (2) 150,000
Khammouane (3) 82.000
Savannakhet 109,900
Savan-Saravane 150,000
Saravane 120,000
Sekong —
Champasak 110,000
Champasak-Attapau 240,000
Attapeau 200,000

WP . Agricultural Statistics Yearbook [MAF 1994] X b {&
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> T\ 5,

LEFINE F—TFTLETEE-T— VA NLED V7 2 DEET TIZI9IELK, Fh
FNOWRNZ T DIXKY) SN B X B 2EE Y Sz BEEZRFN—XE2HEL TEE
L, TEERETIENRED. KEBMEBICEVREL DD, TOHEET Tld 3 ARKRTE0FH X —
MV, 7TAFEBETIOCERF X — PV, NMARBEDHERTIZISOEHA A — PG Z 5TV
TH A FHIRICEIE S E S E W BERO B ORERIZTH SN TIZW 575, ERGFTH
HTRWOIXDPAKRL 2o TORUFNCE EE S S5 220, EARFTHH, oI,
WITEEIFRDO LN THHIT T2 &I EHI 2 KANET OFILP IR 1T L A EEL
T,

HEREM LD 72O ITEMIZ B ) TS, BEIEEICABHNIZER SN TV 2@ A D 2EILT
SXHBTELEHILV, OO T DEHECY T, PELRZ A EZHEITTOK
PR EAILD & 212, HRDOE (yang krong), & DE (yang wheel), KEDE (yang dong),
FLTCHEDE (yaang ruang) #MEHFLIZ LI PL BTV LW, KEZAENRTLESH72DT
B 720, FROEEVELDVODOH Db, £LTC, SilIbHLAA, FEDOEELY RO
FAMHFCL ) LERANICLTHLDEHEETTOL I EZ £, BROBETHHE W) —
F—7zbrtETIhTnbd,

KAfEEL L ETORERIE Z, ZREMS I RIEET ATRREKRTH 72, L
LBEAETRUFTO LS IZIEEHREIN TRV, T4+ XAREGIE, 4 H FEETEXK(E
EFTIIHHE L 22 o TUEWV BN, HARFAEROTRTINEIRT L A2 L 5T0BETE
A3, KBE D OMAR, KIEMEET L TES LOKELKRDLDR L, ZOKE
5o CHELMMEFEIII)PBEELOABNCTH D LERICH L, 7245, BELL~OME
PERGEBTFREELTETA - by VOFERIIBVTHESILAWD L0 T &
U [30MFHTF | T 7-WHEMLERENICLB LIS RE N,

HANVLEAY I VRKIZE =0 A= WHREHEBEDOOEDT T v 7 N\OEEK DB S, FHIZ
FIORTCOEMILVA-Th7EDLIENTELIERI VD, 77 v 7 MO RE L Bt
¥XHT DG ZDO—EIIH D, MLT7T v 27 ThHhoTd, RUMTHMAEFERL LT, %
BALENSTAF Y TATA 2R LTETV S, BELEZOHEIZINE, 2»oTEELA
WCRFEHRERD 70 OFLL, F 2 RIS —FEDOLELHT > TESIT LM T HIZD 75K
4% Gang jhanaru) HER L 72 BELFHEMZ O L 7y ZITMFEA TV 55, 19644 % i
BITHESIEEZ LTy, KERICIZBBIE LD, £EFTEL LA AMECHEE L
EDRANHIR S NI, —HRDIIT8E, BILE KEIZHETHI LDOFFLETFERIZCH
EE3NTWA,

FERNDTF - by v DOANFE (Fr=27 X = )VRFEEENIE) 1§, FAFETE— - 78—
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H UOY-) TOLELEARLETDL, 7T77EF v -+ (chanan), H bs NZES - H 4
4 v (pin kamoit), >4 = (ZYF ) lda—n - ¥ (ol ping), 5714 —1&% /v - T a
A v (tanok djhuok) 72U H - ¥ ad v (ka djhuok) £\ X I, BEOHREEIRL DY
MEZZEnZIIb D[22, 707 ViBERERO L WEBORDOI L& 70 v (krong) ]
LV, TR oOMiprd, £% 25107 03BN/ TS S,

Bt 7 A NEAHEY, #H, I L 7L EDEREIRTRE LS ZIIR- TAELXT H, 56
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UHEMTH-TH, ZROKIEFTEIREINSND,

SEFSELEHEREL ELTUBELETA - by 2 O%2TH, FEHIITEY & @t
BHbo BV, TNENOEBEMIZ L DIICER, FEHMORIK, #BELFLENR LI L
ThHb, 2HII, BHEIZE > UIH SN ORKE, MELZERBT LN NAVREN S, L
WERTEELZ L DIIRMER (571 —Tidk, >7 238 Tho, AADOROBIEY (<
DO 513, FPLHEEIIAITTE EDIT 5, HEMITZAKRE DAV THELDHILL ALN
LIEMTHD, WME I DIlEH TR EENEFNCDDRE, MEEIITBH, 751 —TI&
D EDDERIZ ED SRR ERLI LD L, ¥ 7 2 TRFFESLV BTN AZR DL &
L CHEmrzERQTYW E, REIILEDLEE S,

HhowDANPEETD LD TAVS 2R EE LD, BENTORF - 2N LT,
ZHORFIDHFEROKSY A 7L EHICKEN TV L, HRXLZOMBEDHIZIZE LD, K
4 B, SOV GRMEE DTS, RO OIS ADAERNIIHE S, HAMIETS
NTWELKEDTIZLRE SN TV 5, $EASIN 5 KL KPR b, HILDOKIZE
REMICE T, EEEFNRESIZEI T CERZ L U285, 2 LTIz IcEo 5 & v
HEVEELEONETALw ) DLEIIORDL LIS L THOA L, BT E DAL
H (D) TFELDB, BAXIIEZSTIIHNREL VAW REKEZEZ DT RO,
HRONHTH S, LT, BEEOWIZERAEKLFEL 2, HEELN THRALIZIIE D07
FFILHICHD S,

TF - by VOANPLOERTHAET 200 F0h b, HEROWHOMEIIALEETD
BHo MR EIERL > TWTh, BUSAENE, WHEHEINEIZT S, ZRIIOWVTDOED B
FFEILCTHL, BHEIEPLDO IO E XIZEEDOAMIIH D > T AKEEAL, Kink
ARTHENANEDP) TENTEDL, L), Wi, THEIEMEICHLEE, 5L OKED
HLFZMMZEMPLTHLESNSL, b MY, MEZELTEREFNDOS T FHELRDT
Hb,

t—a-YBFZLEII, TV ANDEEP DL, ur sy ARNROKE, HKEL
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WIS 2D DT, REDHEE (Ohi huan), MR L72EBEDE (bhi sia) PMET D, W
KAE — - = % £ 7% 51365 5 S BBV ETH B, Bl IE, FERORIZLIDZWTHEEDD
DTHIITIR, EEOHEGIIKFLMEL 21T I %64k, BREDHEGIIEK, KK, B
B ET TV, &2 iE, AOHEICLDLDOTHIITEK, KOFETHIED LIX
FKTHb, HRDOE (phipa) THNITHELMIRT 2, C MIEDLEIE, HRELDIEZSD
WRA R fEEY BRITIR 5,

BEfi AL LCEZAND L, METAREDOLLTRE, HBHREMERENITEE (Y
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