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On the Technology of Difference:
Outline of a Theory of Ethnicity Construction

FUKUSHIMA Masato *

This paper attemps to reconcile the two different tendencies in the study of ethnicity in terms of
objective and subjective approach. The bifurcation of the argument into these two aspects derives
from the processual nature of ethnicity construction, which is to be analysed in view of how a
certain difference among other differences is picked up and is activated so that the hypothetical
‘ethnicity’ is materialised or reified through the process of what I call the ‘hypercycle of differ-
ence’ according to Eigen’s biochemical process of autocatalysis.
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