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Kosuct Y. : Introduction

Islam in Southeast Asia

Introduction

Kosuat Yasushi*

The phenomena of the Islamic revival, or Islamic resurgence, has been observed in
various parts of the Islamic world in recent decades. Southeast Asia is no exception. If
these phenomena have encouraged specialists and general readers alike to have an active
interest in Islam, and in the Islamic world with its various components, this is certainly
fortunate for those wishing to learn more about these areas. However, Islam, as under-
stood and practiced in various parts of the Islamic world, certainly deserves more
attention than these recent phenomena may suggest. It would therefore be appropriate,
given the renewed interest in Islam, in the Islamic world in general and in Southeast Asia
in particular, to review and make assessments of the state of affairs in the study of Islam
and Islamic society, so that further study may develop by strengthening the merits and
overcoming the shortcomings of what we have so far accomplished.

The Center for Southeast Asian Studies (CSEAS) at Kyoto University has, in the
course of its research activities on Southeast Asia, shed light on certain aspects of Islam
in Southeast Asia. The Center has been pioneering “global area studies” and “inter-area
comparative studies,” among other things, in order to establish methodological founda-
tions for Area Studies. In the course of its research activities, the Center has been
cooperating with researchers from various areas of the world, both from within and from
outside Japan, and including specialists on the Middle East and on other Islamic areas. In
1998, with the strong support of the Center, the Graduate School of Asian and African
Area Studies (ASAFAS) was established in Kyoto University as a sister institution to the
Center. Both the Center and the Graduate School are institutionally linked and cooperate
in research activities as well as in fostering a new generation of area specialists. The
Graduate School has, among its departments, the Department of South and West Asian
Studies, which contains the program for the Study of the Islamic World. It wouldn't be
unfair to say that a new base for the study of Islam and Islamic Society has been layed
out in Kyoto University. Itis at this junction that this special issue on Islam in Southeast

* Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University, 46 Shimoadachi-cho,
Yoshida, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606-8501, Japan
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Asia is situated.

Between its covers, this issue contains three sets of articles. The first set, namely the
articles “Reconsidering ‘Unity and Diversity’ in the Islamic World: A Methodological
Inquiry” by Kosugi Yasushi and “Global and Local in Indonesian Islam” by Martin van
Bruinessen, deal with methodologies and perspectives relating to the approach of Islam
and to its related topics in Southeast Asia. The second set, namely “In Search of a Truer
Image of Islam in Indonesia,” by Kobayashi Yasuko, “The Philippine Muslim Studies” by
Kawashima Midori, and “The Muslims in Thailand: A Review,” by Omar Farouk Bajunid,
review the history and present state of studies on Islam in these three countries/areas
and suggest how to develop them in a proper manner, proposing particular fields to be
strengthened. The third set includes two case studies on Malaysia, namely, “Establishing
an Islamic State: Ideals and Realities in the State of Kelantan, Malaysia,” by Muhammad
Syukri Salleh and “Conversion and Resistance: An Examination of Islamization among
the Orang Asli in Malaysia,” by Nobuta Toshihiro. A book review on Islam in Southeast
Asia is also added.

The editor of the issue is very grateful to all contributors and hopes that this issue
may stimulate further discussions on the topics proposed in its articles, as well as on the
greater issue of Islam in Southeast Asia. Comments and suggestions from the reader will
always be greatly appreciated.
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