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Swamp Rice Cultivation in an Iban Village of Sarawak:
Planting Methods as an Adaptation Strategy

Masahiro IcHIKAWA*

Although the Iban of Sarawak are famous for their shifting cultivation of hill paddy,
swamp rice cultivation is also commonly practiced where swamp lands exist. It has been
reported that the farming operations are: cutting Scleria grass with a long bush knife,
burning the cut grass, transplanting, and harvesting. One of the characteristics of this
method is transplanting. In the study village, however, some different operations from
those mentioned above were practiced, and the farming operations were observed to be
different depending on the household. In this paper, I will first describe the farming
operations, especially those of land preparation and planting, and then examine the
relationship between the planting methods, the type of vegetation, and the conditions of
households.

In the village, the planting was carried out not only by transplanting but also by
broadcasting. In the land preparation, not only Scleria grasslands but also secondary
forests and Leersia grasslands were utilized; and a herbicide was sprayed in many cases
instead of cutting by bush knife.

A relationship was found between the type of vegetation and the land preparation and
planting methods. For example, in fallow Scleria grasslands, where small amounts of weed
would appear, the bush knife was used for land preparation and broadcasting could be
practiced, while in Leersia grasslands, where many weeds would appear, the herbicide was
sprayed and only transplanting was practiced. Each household determined its planting
method and cultivated area, based on the availability of manpower and the importance of
rice for the household. The Iban are known to change their economic activities depending
on the economic conditions of their surroundings. Swamp rice cultivation is not necessa-
rily the main activity of a household, and the manpower that allocates to rice cultivation
depends on its livelihood strategy. '

In this paper, it was found that not only transplanting but also broadcasting were
practiced, and new methods, such as spraying of herbicides, were adopted, based on the
farmers’ accurate knowledge of the vegetation. Each household selected the farming
methods and techniques, following an Iban style of the livelihood strategy. As a result,
various farming operations were observed in the study village.

* IR AR c BIE¥HIEER; Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,
Kyoto University, 46 Shimoadachi-cho, Yoshida, Sakyo-ku 606-8501, Japan
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FEAENEREL, 108LIEE1A, 3~9EITH05A, 3EERFEL0 EMAT,
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12 4 0.5 0.5 5 10 60 1110
B9 i & 2 - KAN STk 28 -8 x5l — I 109 . ’
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