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Party-State Manqué:

Ne Win and the Burma Socialist Programme Party

NAKANISHI Yoshihiro®

This article examines Ne Win's attempt to construct a party-state in Burma. Previous studies have argued
that Ne Win built the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP) in 1962 as a political organization to cam-
ouflage his dictatorship and military rule. In this article | suggest that Ne Win tried to construct a party-
state in the 1970s by changing the rules governing appointment to top state positions, but failed.

From 1962 to 1970, the Revolutionary Council consisted of military officers favored by Ne Win,
directors of the Ministry of Defense, and regional commanders of the Army. It began to change in
1971, when Ne Win formed the Central Executive Committee (CEC) within the BSPP for top decision-
making. In 1972, he compelled most CEC members to retire from the military and did so himself.
Many CEC members who concurrently held ministerial posts resigned in 1973, effectively separating
the CEC from the military and the government. At the third Party Conference in February 1977, Ne
Win began to change the type of people appointed to the CEC. Five new members of the third CEC
were retired officers who had transferred from the military to the party in the 1960s and rose in the
party. They were not former directors of the Ministry of Defense or former regional commanders, but
party leaders. This means Ne Win began to shift his power base from the military to the BSPP.

But in an attempt that came to light later, some party leaders tried to unseat Ne Win in the elec-
tion of the Central Committee at the third Party Conference. Ne Win then purged 113 party mem-
bers including new CEC members and appointed the fourth Central Committee in November 1977.
Ne Win never again appointed people to the CEC who had risen through the party. Subsequently,
until 1988, the BSPP functioned primarily to camouflage his military dictatorship.

Keywords: Myanmar, Burma, politics, party, military, civil-military relation, Ne Win
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