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Railways and Rice Transport in Thailand, 1941-1957:
Insufficient Transport Capacity and the Northeast

KaxkizAkI Ichiro®

This article aims to reveal the effect of railways on rice transport from the Northeast in wartime and post-
war Thailand. Thai railways suffered insufficient transport capacity due to a shortage of rolling stock after
the outbreak of World War II  for two reasons: Thai rolling stock was requisitioned for Japanese military
trains and the railway system gained unexpected “new line” in the “lost territory.” When Central Thailand,
the main rice-producing center, had a poor harvest in 1942, the Japanese military was urged to return part
of the rolling stock to deliver the rice from the Northeast or Battambang to Bangkok. The Japanese com-
plied with the request to the extent of running a special rice train, but the rolling stock was soon reas-
signed again to military purposes, to the detriment of rice transport. After the war ended, Thailand tried to
improve its situation through the delivery of rice to the Allies and the resumption of rice exports under the
International Emergency Food Committee. As more rolling stock was urgently needed to increase rice
transport from the Northeast and rice exports from the country, procurement was accomplished by bar-
tering rice. However, the volume of rice transport did not exceed the prewar level even after the rehabilita-
tion of rail transport. During the war, the stagnation of rail transport was not such a serious problem
because rice production in the Northeast had also stagnated. The more serious problem occurred after
the war as rice production grew rapidly in the Northeast and railways could not cope with the amount of
rice dispatched from the region. As domestic transport demand continued to expand more than railway

transport capacity, the railways no longer coped with it.
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8200 NA Kho Kho. 0202. 9/94 “Phu Wa Kan Rotfai haeng Prathet Thai Rian Palat Krasuang
Khamanakhom. 1957/06/20”

830 SN 1957/06/27 “Rotfai Thalaeng Tu Khaosan Mai Pho”

8400 NA Kho Kho. 0202. 9/90 “Ratthamontri Wa Kan Krasuang Utsahakam Rian Ratthamontri Wa
Kan Krasuang Khamanakhom. 1957/04/13”

8500 SRWR 1954/12/26 “Railways Complaint of Loss Incurred”

8600 NA Kho Kho. 0202. 9/6 “Ruang Prapprung Rabop Kan Chai Rot lae Khuapkhum Rot Tam
Nayobai Ratthaban Pho So 2498”
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