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Hunting and Gathering Activities and Public Forests: The Case of
Rainfed Rice-cultivating Villages in Roi Et, Northeastern Thailand

SHIBAHARA Maki

Forest area has decreased in northeastern Thailand from 61.8 percent of all land in 1950 to 12.4 percent in
1998. Because forest conservation and reforestation have become important subjects, public forests and
the value of forest wildlife have begun to draw public attention. In terms of hunting and gathering wildlife,
however, how important are the “forest” and “public land” for rural villagers whose land use is multiple?
This paper describes hunting and gathering activities and considers the present situation of public forests.
Participatory observation and intensive research with questionnaires and diaries were conducted in six vil-
lages in Roi Et from 1997 to 2001. The results are the following: 1) many rural villagers frequently hunt
and gather various wildlife; 2) rural villagers hunt and gather most wildlife from rice fields, not forests; 3)
villagers hunt and gather most wildlife from private land, not public land; 4) wildlife is freely accessed by
everyone and maintains villagers’ life and human relationships; 5) “public forest” has changed from land
reserved for cultivation to land reserved for government projects; and 6) villagers substitute and comple-
ment public forest for other lands.

Keywords: wildlife, non-wood forest products, forest use, gathering, hunting, Thailand, public
land
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. oo 000 000 000
gogoo
cingriit Gryllus bimarcultus o
kathee Geotomus pygmaeus o
kutchii Thyphoeus thyphoes o
maeng ciloo Grylidae sp. o
maeng cinnaay Grylidae sp. o
maeng cipom Grylidae sp. o o
maeng daa Lethocerus indicus o
maeng iinun Lepidiota stigma o
mot daeng Oecophylla smaragdina o o
takkateen Cystacanthacris tatarica o o
god
hooy cuut Sinotaia ingallsiana o o o
hooy khom Viviparidae sp. o
hooy kraap Cardiidae sp. o
hooy naa Ampullaridae sp. o o o
meng gao Scorpiones sp. o
meng poong Scorpiones sp. o
plaa buuk Pangasianodon gigas o o
plaa choon Ophicephalus striatus o o o
plaa cim Microphis boaja o
plaa duk Clarias batrachus o o o
plaa khaao Chanda sp. o o o
plaa khen Anabas sp. o
plaa lai Fluta alba o
plaa lot Mastacembelus circumcinctus o
plaa moo Anabas tetutudineus o o o
plaa muu Cobitidae sp. o
plaa nai Cyprinus carpio o
plaa nin Oreochromis niloticus o o
plaa phian Puntius stigmatosmus o
plaa rot Macrognathus aculeatus o o
plaa salit Trichogaster pectoralis o o
plaa siu Rasbora sp. o o o
plaa taphian Barbodes goninotus o o
plaa yuusok Probarbus sp. o
puu naa Somanniathelphusa sinensis o o o
god
gop Rana tigrina o o o
gop R. rugulosa o o o
khiat Ooeeidozyga sp. o o o
ungaang Kaloula pulchra o
god
yae Liolepis belliana o o
oo
nok khaao Macropygia ruficeps o o
nok kapuut Centropus sp. o o o
nok kratae Esacus recurvirostris o
nok nuu Amaurornis fascus o
god
baang Cynocephalus variegatus o
nuu naa Rattus argentiventer o o
kratee Tupaiidae sp. o
gooooooo
00o00o0o0o0oo0o0oo00oo00o0o000o000U0000DU000Uo0oO00o0oODOO0O0D
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