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The Origin and Beginning of Institutionalized “Invention of Tradition’
in Indonesia: The Case of Gotong Royong in Java
under the Japanese Occupation

KoBavasHI Kazuo*

In 1942, the Japanese military administration in Java established “The Committee for the
Study of Former Customs and Political Systems” (Kyukan Seido Chosa linkai) as a
consultative body of the administration. Through the participation of Indonesian nation-
alists, the Committee learned about and came to recognize gotong royong as a Javanese
“tradition.” This “tradition” functioned as a social safety net in rural society to support
people who encountered difficulties like unemployment. At the same time, the military
administration focused attention on autonomy and community cooperativeness at the
level of the Javanese village, or desa, and tried to leverage them for the administration’s
benefit.

Consequently, the desa was recognized as a place where gotong royong was practiced.
One gotong royong practice in particular, the night watch system, or ronda, was in-
stitutionalized through reorganization into a function of the defense group Keibodan,
newly established by the administration as a subsidiary organ to the police. Ronda became
a symbol of autonomy and community cooperativeness, even as it was transformed into a
subtle mechanism of support for the military administration.

Keywords: tradition, gotong royong (mutual aid), ronda (night watch), Java, Indonesia,
Japanese Occupation
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HEEDR 2, KOWED LY 3 ERBEMOSSES v Fx v 7 ARBLBICHE, 12
7 — LI L CFRH EOBEREVHEEEZLD TKERT L cbEvicLln, (v
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bIEND SN L H W

COXHICHEREBAT-EDHHBERPTASINCOWIEHRE LTiE, Bdok i,
RESVRIFEIEE 125 O RIS 2 Jedhiny i Fok, HAHEBAN O %2 — R iz

o

13) Y+ VEBETHEZEOLEEBOMERES O EY — FEEUANAEZRL TV [HilE
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HFHRTHIET, TOREER T NLETH S,
MNBtERIEAERZBERHE / ] © 15  « EiH) OF 3FOBEICE, HHEICH L TEE
LOERZMEL, SORERZEBHTZIENEH LN TS [PEIE « 7 1959:565] 73, 2
ANV IFEIRIOEEST, TOIELONRIIOVWT [BNAZAXNFE/, FTIVh, Binzova
NAHRV N ZT7ERF T U 224 [FHE1995a B 1ED: 311 EwHER AR LTV,
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<TW3 [ 1977: 71-731,
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BRI T B IERI SRS 2R L 2235 b, MiRkadtEkz 06D L LTRELIZHDT
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NEBE L TW L ZEBEBDOITHICKEZEREL LA 6T DOTRHEWVEDS S 517
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16) i L auE, 79 &0 HEEES WO E THR T 203 ENTRE WA, ke LTid 18 HidR
H 5 19 HEEHIDIC 79I X B HHIHEE Ic > W oA A S B E WS Tl 1990: 2821,
1) BAD Y v 7 HEEIEH » S8 25 & k51 1942 42 10 AEICH C > 722 &1 b,
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FiRfig, KEEEBLTY 7O FHFERAEBD 25D E R EBRRTVWE, 2OD%E
13, EEELORMNT 3IRER UDERLZEOFVIHEE, KKIicE T 2 ERK 5 OB
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HALEDEVIHBEFOMOREIEL > Th obhic, CORBRAEMEIHEEZLTVED
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1944: 148-149] £ A LOHIREE > TV 5,0 £ LT, MAHBATOLEDT 4 =V KT —
7 ORI G, Vv 7B ZBGROREREAN THICH 5 EamifiL, »roTORFEHE
A7 v ININERANC LPBEEFICRHL COWAREZHAER TRED 5 XETH 5
(Al EE : 219] EFRL TV E, 51T, WA Y + 7O FH TIEFENEBE %2 & bl -7l
SkoERAEEZERL, [FERIC, SEFOMMHETRTTICERCHBNHERTE 5 [RIEN

18) FRITiE EIE U & 5 583k, BEEEEIEAE LTY v VICHRINAXFE LD DEHD L,
bAVKET T ENTES, L&A, PEREIL O L5 iTibxT0 5,

FRERHNRRTH k013, hviy (W) JTLicl otz LToElT, &
Howhgontcolho/cn, BhoBlitinsgE L Tuy, W TTEEO S WEY
RN ER, fREETLETRICBOTHELZ L TP 2/E1B L, HAANE L SUENRD D
F9, [P 1944: 113]

19) ERIEEAER L TV A L 51T, 1940 FAWD F TICHATRITEN TV v Fx v TIcBd 5
— R IRFERICESE S TR LORMTRENE L, 1 v Fx v 7 OREDESICS O TEHE
i cwadboidEbw by [BER 1942b: il £/, Y+ 7OFHIIHOVWTIRHAAIT K
BEHRIS A I BEICTL, FHOHBICOWTOXEIZ 7T =07 7 — =25 u1s EMRE L ok
DFREN KIS TH > 7co 4, HADA v K3 v 7 ZIGUCOHEET ¥ 7 EEONLSE % HiE
LTMtﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ(%Kﬁiﬁﬁnﬁﬁ)ﬁ%%ﬁ%&tfl%%ﬁmﬁu%ﬁttr$4v
N RANFELER (7] =7 ] 2, YevoFHicBIL Tl [TRE=R T A HE=
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—HT, EXHETRTIOEEEICOWT [HHERR  tha T79] RELREE =V 2 &
Waxrrx/,F7AEYT [FY] JAEIRA XV FHIEERER  iE ELr+4 ] [FELE:
1] EFFFRL TV, L ->T, TOLIRITF TEES N WNR O 7 ki E b T
1, B9 2 Y 7B BENERIAELS &b, HARANCX ZAENE 7S IFROER &R
SFBIEMTE S,

200 FHEHAD (K] & & 2885, FEAEERTT THA v FERNEILERE [79] =8t

DFIRDBHIT S RWIEE 2 [ABEREFER 1943: 11,
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e EiE ] (A EE 0 179] CHBYRNER T2 L9 ICERT 5, e s, MEECO MR
RG4S ] AEBS U 21584 LB LT, HAEBEWHRIERTH 2 Y v 7(ERDS—LIFE
KEl B EMTEETH 5 [[Fp] LEXATW PO TH S,

oo [HERILBEMOE] &, WMo MEEMtEEEORE] & w5 JREE,
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HECYRD FH DB A W2 Lic gtk SR, ROERE O 5 # % 20 3 7508
SHRAEROENE L2 305 5 LT 2 HBCURICE - TR, A9 05 DHETIHEE AR
fbs €2 DI HENERTH - EBbNd, £ LT, ToFHkeao gk & tEk
3, R T RXKRY LD [ ] ORI E L AR [HERTERAEHT] 28K 5 [5#
M EIRO NS CIREEHR AL, £/ 3R 84 % b D | [Hobsbawm 1983: 9] &l
FitEE & > TW0ieo Lahi-T, HBRYRICE - T, HitkEEFEWESEESNFHIE, T
FremavEnd [EH] PEEINS [ ELTEOYTHANK LD TH > EFEZ
5N 5,

IVTlE, HEALSHEBHOY v it F s T v e mavE 0 [EEOHEIEL] Otk o—=H
BlaATOWELY, BIEMICIE, FHicBddTry coa voEEREO—ERELYMTE S0
vy (B FIEED, HEERICK > TEHO—EF; & L TS N ICEREZH TS,
ok, 9, BRFFOETHRICES N BENEREREOMENED S, HAHEBYFIC
&% MMefhoflEL] OBNAEGAEL 2Ll X,

IV = OHIEL] Ol — EBEO—EHL LToo Y 5HIE

1. Jbv-03v0—FEELELTOOVTHIE
Uy U EBREHRBITEEEL, RNz A T IE (FEEY v 7)), Ya sV e vy
iy b =B (Y v 7)), =5 VIS VIR GREY v ), Va7 Yy vy T
7S R ERER A A 1943 £ 8 ~ 10 AIT/ipd TIT - 720
COENFEEATEOBIE, FEHRY » 7 ORI — VIR H T IETHEE LI L FEES
DR TVB K9, FHHOEMNITHOWEMEICH 2 > TY + VOSB3 5/NF -3 EA

2D AR, MEEEPHERFICO VWTOIER, + 5 v FRRPHNTRIC3HE C Efis i,
1940 FRITIHIB EAETONE A - ETE—HT, ¥v TEBFICE T 2 43T 14240 HEK
LA ABTEEESITREE L SBE IS TN, B F— 9 b0 IEMEEHMT& 5 &b
NTW5 [AR1995: 8],
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ISR TH 2 74 OERE, &I DOt « BFIBE CHIEPRROBIN G E2M0, &
MHEE O H kA RES 2 C &icd - 7o [EFF [1944]1995: 23712

FERAT, FABRENEM L BN RHEE X > TED0ERIH 2, HE L TER
OAFERIRD, THUHIEE, RS OITERRS, RS SREECRICE T 5 eI Ttk
ARBLTOVIDRE DD TH D,

ZL T, AHSNB2D1E, fAEZFLOEMETTRVING Vv 7O T HEROFHEL P
ThvenarvO—EREL LT, ur ¥ (ronda) & KIENZEEFESTBNSNTVEETDH
3.2 DFicHEEicdfishcnsdo v yHIEOHRHEZT AL TAL 9,

%9, 19438~ 9 JICE s Nl Y + 7O~ 7 v~ 7 VETOFHEREETE, o
VIHIESRD & S ITiANSh TV B2

T 7 HEWEESE S Ve, N o v ¥ (Ronda) (EHi=A41 5~ Kemit F = 7)
F o ZNEN=6 =YV ally s 2, #ZA—=V]1, 7YvF4R1, vt+zxal, b
ERE— b 1A=k 7 3E v, REET S Btk feE T =K 2 S50 tE =5
A, &R YN B KK M SEER I =E v, 2 R SEEEE = v Tk
Bynvgy by eoavry, MIF&FEa ), FE LGRS = 7 B2, Hog
FE/RNERH= 58/ BI& I WA 70ERY v, FT 53 v~ OK§) 78T,
BER=H7 €, & &/ NENE =7 HHES =85,

H HIVEHIEE HAERE 2 ) EAER VY NEEA F Sy LA o HKEMBECHHE TR BAE
HE =AY TR v ¥ OVERSE, FEE, b ssiE =5 2 aIRetE 7 e k= ER5E b o
HET ) 7, BZEEE R ERE  SRE iEEIT S Y, (SR [1944]1995: 49-50] TARIE
e

KIT, 19438 ~10 HIichF Tl Y + 7O R T — U 2 H 7 I BciTbn - HmEEc
FIRD & 5 155N S 5,

22) Nk — VEEAEY L TR S [ 0 ¥ OFRETE I T bSBRINC, 7 v F O aliErE
11, KB I ORI DA NS T NE T S5 h - 7o) [ [1944]1995: ] &ikxTW3,
F7, ARLENFEFAENEMS N EE LT, 19434 4 A2 SEA X N7 o e
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23) 1943 4E 9 AFFIO Y 1 W+ vy Vi [< L —38 « SGERL] ik nid, v vy & Fou s ALk
JET, BOEEDKRLKEZENEST 5 [Wilkinson 1943: 3461, —7, [F4E 7 ASETIOMIEEY
M MEMEESGE AR Ick i, or 3RV HviEE 4+ 5 v yERFET, FRoEKDIZ
W, TEPSTEHI R LS CEPREXRZD 20 B bH 5 [HIa2 1943: 13011,

24) HANSNIFEREED MENFEERE — Ka— i« Da 7Y el =5 V] O [AEEF
Skt T, w5 vINT 5 VIROBEEFERFEAIEMN 19F 1 H L5 ->TWw s [FFN [1944]1995: il
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fr V. BINEAXKHN=EEZVIEERF7 Ly Fo v S ABNF Y, &30 1 AT H
7 R, b 18 il 50 I T HFHE b R, I L =R RIVE /) TR SN X, [HY
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Y VTEITANVE S INVT Py THSA B BF v, vy s IR 5
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N v s — VIR TEf S Nc RS EICE, FHIicBI3HEEAD 1 > L TTo Yy
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BoflETHE, HLOEELE LT, FARET v 4 ic b EEOMBEE -V 5, &
7y CHAER NICEEOERS N O RBMISHETH 1 HTH - 720 [EH [1944]
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3 v O—JERELNES Y SN EBFO v v FHIER, BABEBYREICL > THiL<&iranc
ZRMO—HEH & L TOEDICHRSNc C S 2L TA L 9,

2. EpHO—FEHKLLTOOVIHIE
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