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Rethinking the Tai Muong Structure Model:
A View from a Valley Society of Muong Lo, Vietnam
in the 18" and the Early 19" Century

OKADA Masashi

Abstract

Tai muong (muang) societies in the valleys of Northwestern Vietnam provided sources of
information which allowed Southeast Asian scholars such as Georges Condominas to establish
models of the traditional political system in Mainland Southeast Asia. However, the mu«ong model
in their work only reflects the situation of societies in the colonial and post-colonial era. This
article focuses on the case of Muong Lo valley, which Black Tai people believe to be the first land
reclaimed by their ancestors. It also re-examines how the muong structure was historically
formed in the context of dynamic changes in the Sino-Southeast Asian macro-region since the 18™
century, such as mass migration from China, booming inland trade and expanding lowland powers
especially the Nguyén dynasty. The examination of documents in Han Nom (including dia ba
trieu Nguyén, land registers of the Nguyén dynasty) and in old Tai shows that Mudng Lo valley
originally had dual centers and the structure with a center-periphery hierarchy which
Condominas called systémes a emboitement did not emerge until the early 19" century. It is
arguable that adoption to the changes led to political cohesion in Muong Lo valley.

Keywords: valley society, Tai, Chinese, muong (muang), Tay Bac (Northwestern) region in
Vietnam, land registers of the Nguyén dynasty, irrigation system, inland trade
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FIFEEFRIZE O TITHEODE, LEHIERBOM TBEWICEHZ &, HlkeFEL T2
bOBHIE, MOFERIIMAKDE) HEEALR L, TOLRIHEDR V. LIFETHRD
A, REEEF VIEORBEF U TH Y, BEEIZZEZE LISV LIPS, A4IZHTD
FERE IS 2, FRIZ1DOTMICTET DT 4R, MESHFREITZIEHRICRT
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HEE MR T EEE MEE TH BE @) A8 THR B @O | 8 T B @0
1 $HZIR — 39 2805 — 31 143 244 31 269 1289 33 260 681
2L — 23 162 — 23 154 130 21 316 1206 21 355 1213
3ICIRIL (T - R 8 212 |EK 12 634 433 11 752 7889 | 11 1,030 779
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3) THT & ORI AHEREZ &, MIZETORHOA
4) PREOHRSDOFEIMAOF I RO B4 (L, [HALEERE] (1856) DIHRT — 7 ILRIED L D)
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LIS BT % > 7)1 Nam Xia (Ngoi Thia) 12i>C, Ei# () 10, ¥ 7S
I, ARICA R, TEB i = IS T REM, RIS EA T, %LT&%@WTE%(%
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