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Religious Policy in Vietnam after the “Liberation” Era:
Focusing on the Case of Caodaism

Kirazawa Naohiro*

Abstract

This paper aims at assessing the relationship between religion and politics in contemporary Vietnam, with
a focus on Caodaism reorganization. After the Vietnam War, the socialist government regarded religion as
a nuisance and carried out a retaliatory re-education program——to no effect. In the process of clamping
down on anti-government movements by devotees, the Communist Party conducted in-depth analysis on
Caodaism and decided to remove the religious dignitaries, in line with their policy of suppressing religious
authorities.

In 1979, with the cooperation of some dignitaries, the government promulgated the Caodai Decree
01, aimed at the dissolution all Caodaism organizations. The Caodai Holy See was placed under the control
of the state and changes were imposed; however, many branch temples subsequently reverted to self-
management. There are three possible reasons for this: first, the Holy See had lost all authority and influ-
ence over the branch temples; second, branch temples ignored the modified Holy See as the latter had
obeyed the socialist government and betrayed Caodaism Law; third, there was no consistent policy in each
province.

These phenomena rattled the Communist Party, which feared its own collapse, in an echo of events
in the Soviet Union. It thus embarked on a plan in 1992 to reorganize Caodaism, with the aim of occupying
and controlling branch temples through “educated” dignitaries.

While it is certain that Caodaism was officially recognized in 1997, this did not signal the beginning of
religious freedom. On the contrary, it only reflected the Communist Party’s policy to control religious
opponents by authorizing religions.
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25) T CIOE SN ERKEOH TUHHEI NS E AW E LTI, Trdn Quang Vinh (FoX b F 44k
FIE BRI ERE) ~ Nguyén Vian Nhd (5t Hau Nghia 54 E) D24 (W& & bEG) #1752 &8
T&%, Vinh IZ 77 ICHHEEF v > ZFICTHE L T 5%, Nha id 2012 4£ O & THEfvo

26) KT VENTTY 764E 8 A F TIZ 65 thOBIEEEASE & TV B [CV-T5],

27) Hb Vi Khanh & V5 Van Nhon 2S5k L, 78-79 4E12 23 THHHE).

28) Nguyén Ngoc Hoa & Bach Hung 7#litko
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9HICAD &, AHEEAMIZEY 74+ & 1553 [CV-TL] 2% Sz, Ziud [—#dR
BEICE LML) LHIBEEZ LALLM A S A OFEBEMHL23GEETH Y, LIk 90 £148
WCADETHDBEINDE A T A FFWELON % 2 HICBWTHETRELHETH L, 20
NFERHEHADA ) AR THL T 74 -3 - ¥y 7 EUCHRAOERIEEY - LBE» 75 >~
AHAE TR EFEGOHRTREMIMPIL 22 L 2L LIREL 728212, TH 45
AEEHOE % LEBEMRETH ), IHEEIIHRGLE LT Z R LarE T 512 L7z
libid.: 6-8] LAHEAZLDOTHY), NHEEKIIMAREETHL L LT, TORIIEELHIC
BEWNGRBEREVPEINTVALAZLIIHBETE RV, DT [ke GtEw - BH) OoFThts
A BMFE L FIIGRT ] EOXEREHEINLLHITRD, FEHHTIERW LHEFs N
BB IEE O L FENEHE L TEITOND L) I2h > T 72" 72 KRICH T 2 TAE
L) FARIIATDNIRD, TOBIZIEINER, SO TV AREAERBEE LT TR,

29) fhoEEES, 76 4F 11 A 12 Pham Ngoc Trang, 77 45 H 1213 Bach Long & Dang Ngoc Liém 25 2 5 11
Tw5 [CV-T23; CV-T24; CV-T25],

30) BlAEZITA L, [FHRIIMSERICES L 2T IR 6T, ST 2EHEEA»SEBENE SN
LTI RS W/ FEHITHPN BT R 53, WEEFRIC L ) BRI NG - KEEWN
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11 i s nzii# [CV-T7] T, [T %8R - fElE b o CTh A+ 514 OREIT A %
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WAL, MRRFERRL L] PR REINL I L L o7 [CVTI9], 2D X9 %Ik
ST 7o e, BE R OREE S THEL CGRER, MidBlicfis 22 L2 #Hz TN
720 HIFEDIARILD72DITHHIR - TIZ L] [CD-15] L855UC 2 DV IE0 5. 7942 HICIEE
FHZMFTROBI U EETH LI L 2RO LT, SRR FEHII LI EEEET
% [CD-13]oc 2 2 CHE SN DIEILOBEILTH Y 2 ZOLEIFEIALIHONF ¥ 14
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RMPE L BHAHSTH Y, BEEIIUTO5 MICENT LI e TED, OHFH DL
AT 5, @12 475555 HisEE (Hoi Dong Chuong Quan,/ £3[RIEE) #HEL, 2
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COBFTAFOLICEY, BEBKLIHEZ - AF - HEICES T, ERICEOLET
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bODOFNL O FIIFALT, AT A F0LICB T OHEE - LIS L Tid—1
DERH e —IFEHECR & 5 > THHEMBITT T 2 TlAin— 54T, ToduEf
MONN T BHEBOIHFLEL TV EIFFEBIETA725 9, 72, TNH—HOBRMPE
HENOED X ) R AW BHIZE o THLNTW OG> TWHR WA, AT 5440112

3) O, BEREICERONAFEHE L CEEENTWEDIE, ¥y 7OFRIIOVWTS R LAEIZELL
M) T H®B/NDL RRICEHESND 2 ERMIE, BHBEX Y 7R 2BNEHP L0, %
& [CV-T71,

32) FEBHIIZ 7646 HIHOBIIZBWT, MEELNSLEEHME OM THALOBESEEINTVD
[CV-T10: 131,

33) TNFETORM - TOWE - MERICHEb - B ORI - OB L ENSATYH, EoOIETHRHE
ENSzZ EIEHEEW RV,
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MLTZEFIE, AADIFENLSF 2> - Ty - 7> (Truong Ngoc Anh)* & v 5 #F 7.45:
WOBEBREDNE D> T2 EDHHL T b, MIE 734, HRRIEEOKRIEZ HFE L 72512
HTEABERY, FE LKL AWTH S [CD-27; CD-28]c SO, 1L B3 Uk
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@/
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B RAICTHEY, ARZHENT250TH 20 - WENWAEILT 2> THELZHR LTz
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OF#dER
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EEDLLDTH oo TR, FNITHHREL D SEENH SN@HI I [ 22372 & 20t
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34) 82 4EIIXHEMIIAT T A IREAEEE L L CHROMZ SN, T3HFEICH SN RO PEIZER L > T
% [CD-231,

35) FA = VEATIETBHESHSHANLEL - RENELO/NEY EVAHE, TOWBIZTIEE— 27 10E
Tho INPHRTLDIITIELIADORNFLEIZLLT 7 Ry B #1572 R13% 54 ho72,

36) OB HEHICE o TREL 722 8IE, INEFTOHFLICBNWTEEZE-> TEVERFOSE
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FIZBWTHAONBED 6T AN Lo e SN TWAEZ Eh 5 b [CV-T22: 2-3],
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FECTED, BRENFTFAF0LIERMTA2EREL S, THRIZL D ZONENFER S LT
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DT R o TV EHERTREITHA I,
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834E8 A, #EHEEHE a7 A, KB CEGHEICSIL y — 7y — 2Tzl ez
HEIN, FIEFEL &R SN, COBERIHo7-DIL, 81FE,H8FEFTAI YT
v M AR AR SN, KRB RER Y — 78 —REETH L, ZOBEFOEEE
IZIZTEN N F AEEMTHLF v - w7 > - 7— (Tran Van Hiw)® 280728 STV B
[CVT17: 1], FEEIIEH L7203 TN P F 2 EEELEL - 7492 - b v A (Lé Qudc
Tay) &<A - 7> -7 (Mai Van Hanh) D28 TH o720 WS IEN T+ F ABHREEZ)
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37) ERICHIXESN-OIX8046 H 7 HAS [CD-22],

38) A 19504E5 H-524E6 Ho 7 5 » A4y, 854E/%1) ICTHKIE,

39) 19394E12 A 3 ¥ TV & Wil CREAE L 72 ALECRINE e N A F A LR U BEANNFABMECH L, i
BT X D HEE ST b,
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EHIHE SR T7TED SIEHPEE OBEED D Tz, T2EHEDNT AV 5 & OEXK % IE
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RIMNBHEOLRZE L TN M ATFERH LA EDPLRENE D, 794E 2 HIZIE RS~
EESTWD, PEIEMTINICAR R FA - FYRT7 A1) 5 - FVvopsilitszae Y 2oz
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L LT200%430E < OMTTIN A »x— 2k L, BTHEBOBHTR EOFFMERKL L S5
[ibid.: 6],

boltd, PlEok) b, W2 ON/ZMIIN A U N—FE2OOHBADSHE LN
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T E — W\ B E B Z & & o 72 [An Ninh, September 6, 20061
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TVALDIZETEIN TRV L, QKK E L CHEIERF OB 2 17 12 X %8 L Tw
HIED2HEFTTBY, SHICABUANRINSOBELXERLTWE I EIZOVWTERL
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