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Theravada Buddhism in Sukhothai Inscriptions
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A tradition of the royal Thai patronage of the Buddhist Sangha seems to have
already existed in Sukhothai where extant inscriptions show evidences of the first
influx of Theravada Buddhism from Ceylon in the middle of 13th century. The
Buddhist church which, since then, enjoyed monarchical support and protection
could long remain ‘‘unblemished’, continuing to attract popular belief toward ‘‘the
field of merit” and thus contributing to the integration of Thai society.

Sukhothai inscriptions also indicate a certain degree of hierarchical organiza-
tion of the Sangha offices of which were filled by royal sanction, if not direct
appointment. One will see here another example of ecclesiastical ‘‘autonomy’

allowed to survive only within the cadre of lay government’s control.
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o AFFHKEMORICIE, FLEDIL, Bpyoll, #ieol, EE, HAREAIN LS, &
FF O, FE2200TEET7TLET S, HFFOBERXOHOFHBLEZ > &, A 4RI
THO7 v (¥)=27(GFF) ETHLF S, 75 v(F)=20bEIcE X5 A4, BT
NETHIILT, IFIFLEROFE, A2DORLIIDLIFT QE¥HS 1) kbl
V%@tbaﬂ,%mtm%m%b,Eaﬁwtw%mﬁﬁox:—a4®MKmmwﬁ®ﬁ
738 50 AXIEER S~V 21CAK L, TEKEBT 505 —HRLS &, Ei %o THMC
RN ZTo A2 — XA DHIR BN AEND DR WTH B A/2/8~20) _REEHLFNEC
Lo T, EEEIT ERRDLZY A=y ThD, TTATHERELR, LIELIEy v »
G- 24T T, ERBCALEEMOBZ RT D THotco e 2, F—~H b~V
Fix, T¥A, WAD (4) HCE, HSAF+ v —DHPELXELL I TR, EHD &1
PEEE Lo TUiLE, ThaesBLIER-T7 v (¥)=7077 (1) %835, 1/3/19~
22) LT, FVI—FVEESRFCLELER LI, FRBDOY ZATX, Fa v AV ED i
e r VY ORREDOLDICMELEFEETCCCAZTEL, TWHOEELKHLL &, (E
) KBEAKE 2 T o 2o £ LT, A2 —x A OETOHRR, {LAEFEOHMC S % LK%
LU 2EFHROLEAZEIB L, 100 HREWCh oo THEXYHEFEH Lk TDODbL, 410,000, §H
10,000, F%H 10,000,000, & A % 10,000,000, =7 400 #H, &4k 40008, HEE 4006, %%
B 4008 AL (V/3/8~17) LTHe5- DAL, Ciuc/xb SEHEOBT oty oD
Bk, ™Hzdheay (V/3/1T~19) @& Thotol W, &5 LEEERC LS LHEFEDOH
B, HXDOBAMCHREIND 2%, DF¥ORBRY v A OFEFANERORE L TR T HH 0L
LTEFEHINS, ZNIX19584E, Aa— X ABEOHEMOBE HICDOZ 58EH 7V —
H—5 ——=<, (Asokarama) THEREINLEBMZTH- T, VE2AEDLT, AN D~
—RYR TG F e —DIR eV ATy K e T 55 —F 45—V cV—=F o F—F JHF
T HTF T F I AN—Y— Ty B—H T AFRKENRETHROFER RS DB L E
HEENRD (7Y —h—F—~3 ORKE A~ VEBRITXAFETHRLAELDIDTH %,
FORERET, PNETOLEISE (1399A.D.) <y F+A@RSHE T HIT, REHRT Y —»
—F 2 C—EOEFIEYRTL, Thiltd v VEROTRHOAEFZEH L LR L
R Id ETRD L SECEHLTW S,

Tz bKEE, 74 - F=2v2  v—F+ Vi BEBEETHOREDOFEREFF (ka-

39) \_@uabimﬁu G*ﬁ_:}o;}’tfl’ t:b M, XLIX/ 023 W KfGF% (== 73— 5 — ) LA H D
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ppikara-phayzban) & LTHiA Lo AEW % e, ECEE0RFOK 27
DfEH 5 L2 FHEM & LTHA Lo NER, 500 57 %b - TRERIBZE Y, 4 H50A
O R e T d DEIEHGRH & Lic. (XCIIT/1/16~21)

(KRIBR) 7V —Hh—5—<%2BTLRET TR, VFI2FREDRDLCE I VT —
% — < (Thaksinarama) > 8T, F (7)) 4HI0BDOXk»INETx % 100 5 1 DL &,
10KKED 75 4 %FF & LTHA L.l (XCII/1/27~30)

CCRBIHLEBIOTE DS E ORI S, EER, EEFrBEIHFELLFRCOW
Thk, ChicEHMCEMYEAL, FRAY L THER LD S bt k» THFhicbET 2 HE
EOEFEMIE LR 2o KD TH Do FH L LTHFRECABR LDONLER, 7V - —F —
<~ DT TSER, (phi khon), 227 v+~ —<OEER 17541 &db->T, wIihd
Mgk (kha, that) oawv o &k, UKD AT — 2 KBTIk, WERHIEELTD
PGEDTFAE Lo Tefcd Dy, HH0WELX OB IHOBRIC I 20N REAPTH S0 T TR
7z aYEC ST FRNEYHbHT TH~— -+ 77 (kKha phra) WL Ta—&a -V v
7' ) (yom song) WIHEBRHAWLNRTEDT, FI1OFTRE THy EI—F « ¥ —3—
VIR, B20fTR TAy¥y—,—v . vy b (phayaban wat) BHVLI, TEOHLE
TE) LETINRTWE, chd MEEOHFRICHMMCHEBL T, ZOERKCML, Fip
FHOBHEL T o T, FRCHTBT HEEORRELEET 52D, BEC Lo TFEICFE
INDLHO—BORL) B RTA7=22Y0 [FHFOUE, L EDORTHET N CDONT
HELEBRARDETHS 5,9 LarlwFhicek, 13994FCRNT, EEIIo TSFH
e, chafifEdT 25EE & nFRCBAIN T & v S FEFEL, FELER R VA,
O TEEME) 2B TR LIc, BAUTEDORBOEBREHERTE oy v 7 ORER
B4 & BAARIC /R U CTBBRE Vo

HEREOHGTES vy 2E LTERI SR L2 (ABRIBF ) (phutthachak)
EWdo HLERIERRR ) W, THHBHRYELFF) (ratcha-anachak) oOrpicaEsniasb, L
boRICENHIDORFLYERT S 2iIc ko T MERHTRF) LOMICBRELFRT 5. ©
OEEE DO DT L, THvr) Kdho Tk TEIKy X5 TERE] OfFTHy, &
KiChHo Tk #D THEHEE) OFETHS . BEENELHR LT Y VOKRFICHIT 2 &
&, hhik, TLHEOKF) & AT LOBROSIRIELXARCTILTWEDT
bho Ar—XATFFCRBNWTR, VEAEEZVIT—F+ — 1 HEBTNTH- o PEL283
ETE (36D, Fa2vvrbelrYOXRMELHEE, MEIATHOEELXZZTHELD
DI HE LEFLEV LY 24 ER&, MEEXBILKER, 218 cvwziEZrrv s

40) F1H (1970), p. 449.
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< SADE (=B, BEREENM, FRISL, 7y FRRBARCADREEL V2 T (E
D) HE DR E TI9054, - HE Lo THLMEARDB X H HFEOH £ TE9H5601H, 7
SH e Y R T X HEY S T e AN R Y RT —F =T g Toem e 2, mEO -
FIBbLTMBROFIC ST, BREL LT, PRESFIZEELY St Fhnd < —4—

— eV ANT—~ Lt RELD, EHLHOKRE - HELDEHEE, EFEIC ks Toe A - R
— 7L LTHELZ T (V/3/22~3T) OTH %,

Vx4 EDOHFICOWTL, Thk TEWEAL, BEanbRETEE L THELIEET L &
LHIT, FRCOHLELBLERELIEET 2D TH- kW LI2BRANH L, COR
EOFBIC DWW TIRFEE L 2 v ¥ by, THEPBRF. %o T TAFRRRIF, A
SV 2 A EOHDNE, v OREFHENCRE 2 E, 22T KESFBHLEDTMICELL D+ — <
FeFICBERDTH- T, LY —<F3—F2%, WEaTR T3 & 7E, Thus A%
WFF) 2RET L LIEZLRLR0AbTHED, V2 AErS L ARIKRF, OFfT
TFE) A L LD THLELIE, Bitoxvry VEHE (DbDF5—<4HTE) Cv+3
v—FHREFEO XSS, LEHBF) oRECE S EEIEY, eE, YV FOTTRTH
5T v HnT—1t O Es TWhkTHH D, YV XAFOHERERZ, THARIKF) X
TALEWIRR . ORI, T\ LEEOQEMEN TH-> T, »io T, MRIT Lo Tl
BROFELARDLZLICE-> T, TOBERNTHET 20 THS, MAEMBF, vafE+s it
BRIEE ) OXBETHLIELR, c0L Xt T#HErBL T X0 I AREXSRTS
CENTELNLTH Do
Wi, A EoBRICELTRAD B, EIk, D HMABMBFOB#EE) v 5%
Elr, () MABABEEOMANKFICR T HHENEE 2w T o0&kE e nffsh T35
wi X3, HpAMic LT, (2) OEEMLBEFELTH I D,

YEAALDHETHD (=wonm « 2V TF—F 4 —1 2L, WIETEHHRL TERAED
(maha) FEEFE thammaracha<dhammardja) ] Th D, ABBEESCESWCHB 24T
BOIELWIERTE Do
LBEEORBHREAZR LD TEE LT & TDE) (248 by ¥y P T7~
F 4 X &, S—JFE dasavidhirdjadhamma) &FEEH, TSRS T EAXIFTTEDLSL
XNt (IM1/2/26, V/1/15) zzi2\nwd THow, &k, TP+ —x25 38 FCRLTH
D, ThiGo, TaEEs, T, TIEWEL, TFfn, Te#E., "R, TARE, Texdsz e,
Wbz & ATRTH S &I (LEEOHIAROEBBILELOFIC & bo TR

41) Weber (1967) pD. 259& ﬁﬂa? p. 58.
42) bt (1959), p. 136.
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Whkdo TURENT WS, F—<p A~V Z7EOHRIK, Az —211%2Tco KOoFiok
RS, KBRS 7co BERBERICH> TEL2OWTEHWE T 5H, BICE- TR
DICIT Bl b bBleL & DI TR oo FEMNTRVWERREZEV, BEXEVWIWER
BZiv, SMEBuc W ERSEY - oo R, BE, EROENTH- Th, LA TH
R 7o i Bk, DhOMELEKROBRE, KM, %, KK, K&, B, HECRDOIALS
SECEXAEOEE, e rhoFfbieifish s, R, K, TETHFVRE
T biE, ELLEMEZNT LY, AFRBRET T (ER) BAPR L T 5HcinE
TH LN BADKERTH, chEERXT, MADEEXRTH, chicl®r»rins
T EMIRVe RIRATHN, RICFES TRT, ZOHEER (F—~H A~V I/ED) E#ETKC
BLZEFBEIENRINE, chieBiNiE Lo »hdid LREFLT, ExFHLT, BL
(DB ERLT, P& o T WK, chbihrnicbhiice bierbEHD
Fenwb 20X 3 ez s, MOBKRRPEELH 2 Rcd, chzEd, chiir
Fetsvo) (I/1/18~31) FHOEAER, V21 TOBWLIRINTWE, T(ZDFER) F
LTSN ETO®ICAl- THEZBRD 50 ERTRTOEREZ WD Lire tMADKET R T
b, chEEET, MAOEXR T, chicbz®Brdnb o ik RA5EhE, (£
DOFER) FHICEY, IR chzfd, L0 X5 RB2EIEREA5Lb, ©
AR ECTI e33R LI L TRl o £ LTHOKER XY 2 ki,
BLkDIToehed, PROAFBBECHEO RIS chrFEs o MhdbsE, L
%, ORI kDR EHEYANRTANIY, TAHRECLTRLTILERS ST 5ELH
27 LTh, BUEDIToDREELTE T, FCBLERSBCAL TR LEhRIGE
kR 0D i E (2D X3 HOEMETIOon, 7y Feih, £FL LET 3E%E
LT COBADEH LADHENL BFETLEHI L TH 5.0 (V/1/14~33)
IBEEDS >0 LoDKRE, Tibb MABWKFORHHEE, Lk, FEL212 T2,
MLBHIBFOMERE) Thh, chicik, (a) R#E - BREVOIBEBHYARBE L, (b) #H
L SRR & D A D Ho BIEICOWTE, T TRBRTE L S, WOEHE
SOV VHEHTEBWE ST SN TE S, £ T, 2 TREFHRAREYZ, W oh
DEENPDBBET L TH Vo

LIF LB LAESE 1 Mk, T4 v 55— by (sangkharat<sanggharija) (I/2/29),
[~ — 71— (pukhra, khra<lguru) (1/2/26, 30) W SEREL TWDe [F— 27—
i, SHO T75 70— €HETHEDTHESL S0 WINLHMEOEEZELRTHETHo T
TR ) K832 TNy —vy 7 (BAD) LT My =svy 2 (B LT
Noo MU LM, ¥, I~r—7—F 3 T57~7, A/2/2T) L W3FEBR LT 5,
cOREROREATTIHE Tho T, ThENRI0E S L F25HO PO EL L FEBRL 2 E
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HTHEHCLERLT WD, Y hT— b Fm2 ) 2 T5—5  Tene5—5 ) O
Wik, FIZERETIC - TE2bND THE) OFRBTHo T, Wil TEHEF, & TA
ORI LOBERCHEL Tw 20T/ L, BEZ TABPKF) cDLBLTwSEnD
FTdHbe TH=FHy 7 OFFER, YV TOEECHTLIHEBO—HEETHL LWL XD,
1SHAD L AR DML DT L e 7 = 2 Y EEOFHIE, T4 254 +— (BLEE) ., M=y
P (BN AERUME L TS —~F v 74 v F—a @B, Txaxv 7 (BED O 4 EHD
BEC L - TEESIOTCMBEST B o5 Lk THARBER ) OXERBRETOL
BFahzxTtyrvrcb#EBHIh, TORAEBC I 2 Frhdbhsc < 45HLCE>
TWwhe AA—ZADHYHICEK TS, Z5ULEREOREZOLEGER D252 L3RR
friFI o o REETH 22, LhrbhshfErhc k- T&x, BHEC X5y v roffidl,
BRECH T B9V TOREBORIE SRS 2 ENTE Do o2, YV OB EHEED
TBif7, THB T HhYF5—=z3y 7, (sangkhaparinayok<sangghaparinayaka) &\
DEBRI06EDE I M A x (IX/3/27) TDEMNE I T L (AR T Re<y
Jom o Ty Be ATy BT T4 TRF =5 TV RTFT Y e BTy T
HG e F g — s eV — 3 — - F4F (IX/3/27T~28) Thole ENFBNS, 5L
PR, EBER X TH Vv IMBEOHERAEIESN, TOL 5L & LTHEAM, SBEa%Ens
ABNTDTHo e, TOFEIWUL, D LEEECRT 2EES W LEEE 2B
ALTWHERE LTEHEN %,

COBIR, TV T~y — R METLIME (FrAa7) Tho T, [
LV A OREGTEEE (P H AV F—=2vy ) THHWMILDORRENS, —FROEFELIERS
LIS LB, ZTHDRKERENSEFESABRLILTOLR, chicdilT sedic, EFEOHN
AZRD, COFBEIC L THELLAFTZER LW EF I OoXRBPICE LD TH D,
LRV, TOFXETESIH Lz V.

TR VR T—Fr —FR, BTELLAEST, (7= v Iv—7EED) Hhx
T i o oo BEELKT T2 L, HIRE~~"—Z v =TF—F v —F, = —H VT —Fk
EE ERLTWRE?) KRx - B LDOBED LR (BDORILK-7)s FLThhL%
ML T O8> Le oo MM L, KKK FHOBELZEFON Lo -ooev TRBDOFTRTDOH
Bea i T iy (IX/1/28~33) T/ B 750 4= (1388) BEfE9 H, <t av v 2 5EH
BB e, belBRIOFOEELY Z Vv~V A KEZLCDEhi, 2 v v iS5 kEE
DR E, bl Ly z—3— 7 KRREC - FLTCO =—Y—~ T KEENTFRNE, =vay
V4 T =Y RREC, TRThIOFOFERLPEREDTH o LT AHNEORE, H—

43) Wales (1965), pp. 35 ff.
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Ty 2RREL Ty 27 v kRER, (Z0OEAC) BRELH LI TEDTE 2 AXFH S
BLoDTHbo REXNZVIRIFI—F+—74 F—F, V=2v~<7—trKa, 7—77
Yy Fef s AT YT T Fp ey, N AV T r— R LD ETHEERLD,
P/ ARV ERy b o T—F 3 EVIY)—, T e R—mm e RA—Y T —FpHF— 5
BRE, vV 7hblh—~v—v— @WK #RE{LT, yvHIF5—1F - ¥ —FAr5—K
EEZX LHEEL, FIAEYIZREE, Ty 2V VvHEE, v ~—T7—VRKVEH, A—-%
—~VAYT Ty Nt AT TF T, N e =T, RN e XY =T 5~} b, TN
—~7 JRT) blE, x=FV—KEE, AX—Z—~FVIRKREENDHILDE 7D,
TIVYT -y — (HHRR) DI, AEvVavkEE r—~tvavkEE, xv<a-—
Y RKRE, Y~FIVETKRRE, vy~vIF—TRRE, Ty a2y v—-5KEE, RV v-—
AKE#E, F—~Fvv—KkE#E, 2v~e—F—ETF kEE, F5v—51 pKkEE, RS
VI Y —~RKRE, Y—-F VM —FKEE, T—FVEREE, Ty v —FKkEE, X
VeFy T4 RELLLLLDEIREBE, FrL— - Fr ~CHLIHAEELID I, 2
SLTODTREDO IR LFREFED D TH %o

N T68 AR (1406), BB 1 ARE4S10H, HEBHOWE, <~ ~— XV <I—F+r —F4
TR EV—Fr —VEBIZEFIHE LB S KO : T, YIRme=s1— -5 =
—~ AT RY T TFEF =T AVEYF TS YRRy T4 o F VAT —F 4 —
AT~ I = e F e F e, VARV F—zy JCEHL, EERLES, AIARD &
b, 779VV 7~~~ BLuAD, AECES CZEHIRR Ao <7 —RHE2 T
), ARRIN—DFRI0DRDIPED FICEFER Ve TOHKT, bl L ERMHEE, BE
RN BYRT = F =T 4 T—=}t, V=F— =K~ KfF, T—21r—-bLldl, HV
XY —F VI~V — ' HFOFBOLELYEVI VY T~ PREECOERD % (MR
Lio)s IX/3/1~32)
bﬂb%ﬁ,%Q@ﬁ@:@ﬁﬁKiof,X:~ﬂ4®#yﬁﬁ,W%®%%%%%?é'
fedic, S22 TCEHIEOHENZFIBL TR LE Aok 2 MMBDTH Y, LENKRF, 23
TBEIBF) C@EIh, TOBERC > TEAONTWAEGERLDTHS, B L,
KT 2R EDHERDEEDELSDBLEIEINH55bIE, HfF- CEERTED
BEETIE, FEOFHEBETHIETR, LEOCERCLELSEIREEZE b LY
Hx 51 Ewd THREDET) B, Az - 24 BV TKFRAIRESI N, TERLH &
Tno BRI ZE Rcd D EX b,

v AT ERE LT, FROBEDEL, BENEGIN T & RNELMI

44) FHFH (1970), pp. 456 ff.
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