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Nationalism and the Philippine Economy

by

Kunio YOSHIHARA

This paper describes postwar nationalistic measures in the Philippines in the
context of nationalism vis-a-vis economic development.  The Philippines is an
underdeveloped country with a per capita income of roughly $100. First under
Spanish and then under American rule, she gained independence in 1946. Not only
the influx of Western influences but also the lack of cultural unity and a common
historical background make it difficult for the country to determine and develop her
identity. Philippine nationalism must be understood within this framework.

But nationalistic measures have often resulted in a slowing down of economic
progress and sometimes proved to be in conflict with the goal of economic develop-
ment. Such a conflict is not so serious in an economically developed country. But
the Philippines has a numker of acutely pressing economic problems and can ill
afford to maintain policies which act as barriers to economic development.

Section I of the paper serves as an introduction. In section II, the extent of
foreign participation in different sectors of the Philippine economy is descrited. In
section III, first, court decisions on naturalization laws are discussed, followed by
a review of nationalization laws. In section IV, the ‘special’ position of American
business is discussed. In section V, nationalistic administrative practices for the
promotion of domestic industrialization are examined. The paper concludes by
pointing to the conflict between nationalism and economic development and recom-

mending a modification of the present nationalistic policy.
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FYaF YV RANEDL ST, TREDOBEAMOITES XOHAHRELZE L T2 5 &7
DOk I B B Lisd ud Thy R RRCKIETEEY FHli+T5 - LTl
Lo L2 LAEIMCIXGE#R S, HAELEDO LD L E L S fH{JE L DD T~ + ADHEH
REWCERZ D0 V204 FELROWHRFFEOHHE LS L OEABEIEROFEALEZ o 2
EVLIOERIIA DTS O 2B E B 5. SAEEROMARERTE LT HDOLIH

35) Renato Constantino, The Filipinos in the Philiptines and Other Essays (Manila: Malaya Books
Inc., 1966), p. 19.
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{, N ALL70IZilr Y aF VRANMLBETHDLENIDON I 2L L — 1D VL TH

Do
LML 74 Y EvicPBAEOKERONA L, EiEHDdDIZF v 2+ U RXRANLTETHD
ELTY, TSI RFERENRE /s b0 L2 AH D, EEV Il Ttx

LOTI/el, HEDKAER LT IINLE 2 L [EHIFELNT TP h & Lic—ATHTE

BT LTl DTHD T DLDORFRICEFRELE TR A 5 232 I A 2L 4

ETAHHIIHE)TH Do L LZDORIC AR LAFAIIM L, RELTKHS T fodly

RO RHE L LE E EEFRBEILRALT 2T0RMELH L0 7> a7 Y XA L RRFTFRRIL
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36) Economic Nationalism and Internationalism (Melbourne: Australian Institute of International
Affairs, 1957).
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