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Reconsideration of the Karen Image in Mid-Nineteenth Century
Burma within the Context of the American Baptist Mission
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Abstract

This paper aims to argue for a reconsideration of the historical interpretation of the Karen image
in Burma through a contextual analysis of descriptions of Karen Baptists in the mid-nineteenth
century.

Karen history has been written with a heavy focus on Karen Baptists, who account for only a
minority of the Karen population, and has relied on missionary documents accumulated in the
nineteenth century. This Baptist-centered viewpoint is under criticism since it overlooks the
existence of the remaining majority, Buddhist Karens. In addition, it has been pointed out that the
image of the Karens is biased since it is based on foreigners’ views: missionaries’ writings on the
Karens were highly vulnerable to the missionaries’ own motives to depict the Karens the way
they wanted them to be. This paper sets its focus on the latter argument, since there has not
been enough analysis on it; if the writings on the Karens are biased due to missionaries’ views,
those descriptions and background factors need to be understood within the context of the
Baptist mission.

Examining a missionary writing, 7he Karen Apostle, as an example in the formation of the
Karen image, this paper clarifies that Baptist doctrines and mission policies had an important
influence on the depiction of Karen Baptists. The author Francis Mason described the first Karen
convert, Ko Thah Byu, as an example of “ideally hardworking, pious Baptists” to emphasize the
success of the Karen mission and obtain financial support for future development. This finding
implies that the depiction of Karen Baptists in the mid-nineteenth century should be interpreted
not only in terms of ethnicity or nation but also with reference to American Baptist history. This
viewpoint calls for a need to reconsider the historical understanding of Karens from a different
perspective, such as from within the context of the American Baptist mission.

Keywords: Karen image, American Baptist missionary, Burma of the nineteenth century, Karen
history
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HTHBENT =2V THELETL T olze ZORDTREIZH L v O RESRIZE
HAEL, 20RLICAZE VDYWL ALY F T aF ) RLAPEEL, 2 n)dbDTHD,

FRO XD @R L HEFICOWT, H LIS 2 Ao AR Y T8 R
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< EFEHTAHE, HMEELTO [U~] EAAZIET [UL~] PNRELTLE D RALZ#
F57:0, FROEKHRIZTR—T %,
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L v e BRIRIEEIZOWT, 3k [2002] X EEO G2 L2 Eh— i s, 9 2
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fio—BlE LT, REAHE) ¥ — 2 ORMBIREE 2 W) P Cws [[FEE264], L U5~
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BEEQ UL HETIIAAE [N —] R [HL ] EWIHEY THET LR FIZSIILE
PR, 2ok hRESEICESW - ERIIAETH - 72 (B 2011 65-71]0 MiE D
i, HEROB L R EPHENIKEEL, [H L v BRS04 S EOE R SCIRD 72 A
TMO7-DIZEFFREI N O L V) JTITAET HUEE L RIEL TWb, ZOHEIE, NTT
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WA DO—2>THDL EVZ DY
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WCHEBTIUEL, RENT T A MREZDE OGBS TR SN CE 21 2L bRETH
Do BHER ORI, BEEHMTOWEIE 7 ) 7 OEEBREICHE T 5 20BN Sz,
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BER T VgL S [H 2012: 218]. 2 F 1), I 6 OLEHIRERBEAE NI T XY
HEOFFEEHE 2 THMENDEZRETH 5D, KIL [2003] (2 XAuL, &RF V) A M EHIME
BRFZEICBWT [EHY A N ST 2EMIED % <, W EHRM & BB a0 Rk
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5) Bz, EHA % Lo B WA LICH R 72 5 & 3 A 72 Thawnghmung [2011] 23281 54
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6) L, THEOR] &) 7 L VEORIMICHET 23#6m0 2T, o h L v EHAiORE &
ZOMLOFFEIZOWTHFHE TV L, FIRICLIUE, BEXRMAR— PV IZEBRRTH % KO
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W HREE LCid [3FL]) 233 525, N7 72 MRTIEFEO EEE TKRIZDO D 5 2L HME—IE
LWiktlfE & A SN B0, RFETOERD i) .

8) NxoERLIZOWTIE, RENLECIVTEENSL, 1L VEXADOTERRE LT Ko, Maung, U, Saw 7 &
BHBHD, HMALTIERVEOEMET 5, 7272, ¥ —EalZo0 THKRT R OEKEIZ [Kol A7
FENTWEZD, MHOREREN L7z, 28, FIHCHIZERA DT 5T A A2 E L
DOFLERH L7,

9) 20I34EICRAfE s Nz Ly - N7 A MEM 100 BEFL &AM Tk, ¥ oz FEIILENE
WHEN, HUUVBHLPIZBUTAEEANYE L THL O TIEE— AT —E 2DLTNEITS
NTwi, HRIZBWTYH, =Y ad ALy - NTTFANOER%FEDL ) 2 TRIEHRWAYT
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10) [ Lo ofiifk] offifEiztkico s P 3E e (London Tract Society) (ZEILE AL, HEW&EO
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fRIEB T2 28T, FFEOFRRORFEE &R SURZ S 2212 L7z,

AR TIE 1843 F IR S 7z [ L > ofGE] MRE R L7z Z oM EH T 0 Yk
DRWEWSPIZT H72012, N7 T A MFIHREEBR O & Hv 7z, FFEIE&EHH
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KHEED L EL DR CTH D, FEHETHDL ALV OEVIELSR [H L O] BEDEX
IZoWTIE, Bin [H 2588 0EEDRER (Story of a Working Man’s Life)] (1870) %%
ML 72,

ARROWEHIILTOLEBY TH L, FEITIIBWT, 7 AU I OIEEHEETHL/NT 7 A b
RO AERE S 1840 FEFEF TOEHL AL, H L vV EROMBED T AHERT 5. it
CENETIE, [HLroffift] ONEEZOEEAWHO,IT L, FMETIE, [HLrofl
] B AFEEB LY — L2 OMEBEIZONVT, NT T A MROBEERAEER O BEELIZ
L2 BEHEE TS OZALL OBE S5 21T, ERENMZ %0

I 1810 FE-1840 FEZ TORENT T X MREHEEHL > EH

T4, KENTT A MRIEEWEE ORI 5 1840 E F TOEHIGFEI R 2B+ 2.9 =2
TRV TOFEORZHLE L7ERON LU v EHE LR L), (SEEIC X 5 EH5G

11) 1820 D AITFI LI D FMEREDFEX T REN T 7 A MNRE (American Baptist Magazine)] T3 -
726 1836 2E12 [)NT' 7 A N EEMEEE (Baptist Missionary Magazine)] & FRENTz05, NTF A b
RHEJFOEHTFITN TH D 2 LICZDb I3 %L, BRNFICLET I 2o T—EDOL DL LTH
o

12) FRHEFIE, SEZHOFEMIGE O & AiEEORFHE» O M 5. SEHIEI2IE, BIERE
5O A, KBRS, T Lo NN, FE, FHEBEROLE L FHEFO) A N
ESFLIR E 7z,

13) UVREHDRARL, FNVENFTNVRT T ADH M) v 7 B & - T 19 LT 2 5 B %
ENTWze B CIE 1550-60 D HVEIZRNV M H VS FIZasEO T A=) - 7 - 7V A
(Gasper de Cruz) & &> 77 A (Bomferrus) 2331729 [Go Lam Pau 2012: 7-8]. # b
)y 7 EHEESAMHKNTE L SREE L 20123 L, KENT 7 2 M RIGHD TREHIIZ L L
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KENT 7 A MROIZERBEAIR L, SRIROWBHNEHRMT F=F 4 - Ty FU»
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RICERIM L 722 &2 oIS, P ry My re T4 21, 1810 FICAE Y L 46
IZBRIROFERIE NI B W CTIMRERIGORF ] 2 58 L 72, ZOEIZ727ZHITKR SN,
SRR E L CRBEIRD 7 A V) I #EyMEE)R (American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions (ABCFM): LLF, 7 AU H ¥ - K= F) 257 S N7z LAL, BUWOT A
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FTT U —JHTH ) HA ¥ FEHOREE EHHABOROEES RIL R VWl Th - 72720,
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Missionary Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States of America, for
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{ZE 5 (Baptist Board of Foreign Missions: LT, /N7 5 A Mz#EF) 255k & N7z [ibid.:
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A MREJRZRY) T2,

REHBARRALIZER L, AWML EETH MR I, ERDT7 4 I 7V 7 4 7T TOREI
BWTIAAPRBL2BEREFICL, BETEHICHTLERNLZZ TP EIREINTED,
UTIZZE0HFTH %

HHHMORSEELZBMIE, TNETLLZLTBELEFEOMRTH L, S [
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SN OEEHRE DO TR OHEIZE T & LT, TOFFEIEE S LI B T
HRZGWEEOHNFEEZILOBETH5, [BMBGC 1814: 13]

Ein o3, BEHEOBMARR BHFOBER, €L TEREEENEEOERL ST
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INTTAMRDIEB SO T HE LT o7e ZOFEIEINT T A MROVIFICERT 2 EHMEET
H D EFIEIC, EENTTANEREBGREOBHIIBERERL 720D TOH o720 /NTT AL
REREHALLH L Y EENT T A MRS BEHIGENICET A2HE %21 Tz, 1814 £
EHERAIEECIE, 7X)PENOTOF A~ FERTIER L, AUEANTF A MRE LTHE
ENT T A MEHBEOWEB NI 2 L DHE SN T2 [ibid.: 13-14; Peck 1840: 3601
FipEiE, WoNT 7 A MREYVESAR 7 7 (William Carey: 1761-1834) O BE#imx % &
LC, BlhgEEs, BlhoBFE~OME, BHOKEH], 2L CEEMRLEHOM L LTz
[ 1990: 25-2810 /N7 T A MzitfE b & OF I E O E ke st & g L,
CNLBEEIEE) & B L Two i,

16) 1846 4F121%, WEERICR 3 2 WL OFH % B ISR S O SR A a3 E 2 & il L 72 IR
Iz EonFiz, ko #ESEZRLE Lz RKEANT 7 A MeE#E Y (American Baptlst
Missionary Union) ] &M L7z W77 A MRS RENT 7 A M HATER S
(Executive Committee of American Baptist Mission: L' ECABM) | & &#r L7225, ARFaAMKHRLE
B L7z INTF 2 N EEMGE] ONBIZEE ST, F84TI3MkE L 72,
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DY a—TVTFFT, ENINaHh9) &b/ [Shwe Wa et al. 1963 1-3; Peck 1840:
358-3591," 18134E 7 HIZT v 7= VICHFET A &, Vv FV VY RFBERDOBIER % E
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T A A RERANOBEEGE O BMEATER ST B [Peck 1840: 37710 4410 F #ort %1,
FrOF—RLAERKMBEBIZFEEL TV A ST, A7 3, XTI /)4 RETHY, Hicho
EIEANEHLR L 72 [ibid.: 377, 384)0 7 A ) AAER~NOEEIE [ > 74 7 v E#] [EHHN
BH] LIEEN, EVVEHE L DIINTT A MREROF.LHRESO—D L HS N, &
OMIZH T 7)) HEHELFEICEE SN TN D, TTUART AU B A SO L
o, 1819 7 A ) AR M S (American Colonization Society) %z &3 L, 1821 4£
W2V TT - LA RMSIRMIOBHMAEZE Lz, BEICIZIXR)TOE Oy 4 TICEHILL %
B 7z [ibid.: 4390 1823 FEIIEBIM A O ZRH 2 AL, 2Ok b BN EBHAT A
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INT T A MEEJRAIRE S 1820 4RI F T/ 10 FEHIE, ELYEHEENEHE V)
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