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The Process of Establishing the Liberated Zone in Laos:
Focusing on Changes in the Strategy of the Pathet Lao
toward the Kingdom of Laos and the DRYV in the 1950s

NAMBA Seitaro®

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the process of establishing the liberated zone in Laos, focusing on
changes in the strategy of the Pathet Lao (PL) toward the Kingdom of Laos (KL) and the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV).

The PL, established in Vietnam in 1950, kept changing its strategy for the first decade. The
main strategies tried by the PL were as follows. First, for the initial four years the PL tried to gain
bases with the military assistance of the DRV but could not return to Laos. Second, in the assem-
bly area provided by the Geneva Agreements of 1954, the PL expelled the KL's forces and estab-
lished the one-party system of the Lao People’s Party. However, despite the economic and political
assistance of the DRV, the PL could not afford to sustain the system. Third, the PL handed over
the assembly area to the KL when it established the coalition government in 1957. It followed that
the PL was forced to move to Vietnam when the coalition collapsed. Thereafter, while the PL
engaged in a large military action with the DRV, it could not gain firm bases for more than a year.

The PL conquered Samnuea Province in 1960 and named it the liberated zone. The strategy
advocated at that time reflected the above experiences. Its points were as follows. One, the PL
rethought its strategy of depending heavily on the DRV and put much value on self-reliance. Two,
the PL recognized its own military weakness and started a dialogue with the KL. Three, the PL
agreed to reestablish the coalition government but did not agree to renounce the liberated zone.

Keywords: Pathet Lao, Lao People’s Party, Kingdom of Laos, Democratic Republic of Vietnam,
Vietnamese Workers' Party, liberated zone, “special relationship” between Laos and
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AT EBL L e 0o 720 PUBRBURFRE S 22 & 4E 88723712, T OIEBIFRIT & E & M5k
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WX T H ARFEZ o7 BbNLD, RSN TV,

25) 1950 4E 10 H O EfF O S ATk, RFRICHDMEREFED 1 2L LT, £ oL - T4 -
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29) HAEHOBIEIZRT 2 REILE DI LT, [fEH 2006: 56-71] I2bFE LV

14



B 0 T A4 A2 B B IEIX Oz A

7,267 A0SER S LT 1L O KRB LIS S 717z [KPL 2009: 12516

I, T4 A TEBRHIOFTECE O£4EH 2 S OFREIPER & PURBIF 2V EE - 2 M E 01T
X5 0B A DTNz LEBIE, ST EREEIC [ Ic EESE D 2 fHF L%
Mol F AEROBTOENGZARE] 2B EEES L TWA [Young 1968 417, £
EHTOEEEIOZETOF AN DOWTIFHL NI L TE ST, EFEBICIEEREREO AR 7S
Tz, PUEEURIL, FEIE RO 1954 44 8 H EIZIZ £ 12 & o EEMET) o safilHEE %
BGG L, HRC7 7NV BRI O Y — A B e 4 7 A TCTIIEE % & T T EEUF 017 B,
ARF998 & & B4V &L L7z [KWPKKPPL 2008: 3131, Z#hvsBBLheT35E, it
BRBURF IS 1955 4E 2 RIS 7 778 v % 30, Ruy¥1) —B%E 2 00MKIZ5ET 5 2 L x e
L, ZNZIICHEBZFAE L 72 [DNCL and DCVN 2011: 358-360; KPL 2009: 1357,

RIS, BREOBMA T bz, 19554E3 H 22 HA5 4 A6 HIZhTT, 9+ AAR®E
(DT, AR5 O AKEDTHANz SIH, 1972 I AREGTEICEHRT LB TH 5o
Oy T (EHRE) 2L, EEFORFHEO Ny TThHolzh A V=2 - RAT 40—V
EIGARASAE L, Z ot REHREEAEDICOEMG SN, AL, TEZHORMKR
RHEBEDTONT 7 TS RERE O Y — A BRI E Sz, BREHIZIES N2k, PUiE
OB % Ul & 3 2 BELRMAHTH Y, AR5EE P L 32— RAHTH - 72,

29 L7k ToFEENE, 7 — b - I ERELMELS [AV] S€52 % HET
WD > 720 V2 b — T RBMFBERT O 1954 4 7 B FE0OH @ HRTE A 6 mILAE
HwCOFaty - FUEIERORSEIIAT 5,

P LXT O (T4 2O Z & 5IHFE) »OBIEL TOMIZ, 74 A 1HEIIK
ECEAL Lz AXTERV) —FFREN, TFAEGOLK R 2, Z
TENDPFLALFEICTL TV b, &P HEEPITTORNDOHFT, T+ ZDMBRIXKILHL
KLU, ELEOEZIZEFICRAL LrL, T4 AOHBRKIE, iikibisicdh ), ERIZF
E5T, HEA %<, GBI ETH S,
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WY B2, A AOPOFERIIIFFIFHMETE 5 00, HEOEDIF KV i)
T ARG O/NE P HREIHTH S, [DCVN 2001: 210-211]%
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#H:24) [DNCL and DCVN 2011: 3641,
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